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Bringing Joy to Your Button Life— 
                           What I Have Learned 
 
Following is an adaptation of a 
column I wrote several years ago 
for my clients. I hope you enjoy! 
 

It strikes me that we’ve been much too serious the past several months 
and that a little joy and frivolity might just be in order.  So, here’s my list 
of the “Top 10 Life-Changing Things To Bring Joy Into Your Button 
Life!”  Start today. 
  

1.  While thinking about your favorite buttons, smile for 30 seconds—or 
simply smile for no reason at all.  Be sure to time the smile for at 
least those 30 seconds.  Your body will enjoy the endorphin and your 
button friends will wonder what you’ve been up to.  Also, it’s 
impossible to be mad or upset when you’re smiling! 

2.  Get away from the buttons and house and take a walk with a pet, 
preferably a dog or significant other:  cats are more easily “herded” 
than walked and other types of pets draw a crowd! 

3.  Plan a button party.  No need to really GIVE a button party as the 
enjoyment is in the planning and anticipation.  The execution is just 
plain hard work. 

4.  Take a different route to work and keep a watchful eye out for that 
new shop where you might find buttons.  This is great unless, of 
course, you work at home or are retired.  If this is the case, then walk 
backwards to your button area.  It gives you an entirely different 
perspective! 

5.  Have pizza on Wednesday instead of Friday.  Don’t wait for the 
weekend to order take-out.  This has nothing to do with the buttons 
but changing up a meal or two really does energize you.  Also, take-
out always allows for more time with the buttons. 

6.  Buy a stuffed animal with buttons.  I prefer those extremely 
obnoxious ones that talk and sing when you press their tummy.  They 
are the most annoying during a button club meeting.  February is a 
great time to find these in every store. 

7.  Take a day, stay in your pajamas and only work play with your 
buttons. (I try never to say “Work” when it comes to buttons.)  Don’t 
do this on a day you must go out in public—taking the kids to school 
and, apparently, shopping at Walmart does not count as being “out-
in-public”. 

8.  While carding and sorting buttons, watch an old movie.  I love the 
TCM channel as in almost every movie you can spot wonderful 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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WE WELCOME OUR NEW WRBA OFFICERS 
RONNIE WEXLER, VICE PRESIDENT 

Ronnie is best known as the creator and moderator of the internet 
chat group, ButtonBytes.  She started the group in 1996 after she 
bought a collection and realized she knew very little about what she 
had.  That first collection led to her 20-year interest in buttons, as well 
as volunteer positions within buttondom, among them moderator of 
ButtonBytes Facebook page, co-moderator of California State Button 
Society's Facebook page and WRBA's Facebook page.  Ronnie likes to 
refer to herself as having "helium hand," a tendency to volunteer when 
something needs to be done! 

As a result Ronnie has been Vice President and President of 
California State Button Society, has been on the Classification 
Committee as Division VIII (Education) Chair for a number of years, is 
an original member of the Special Exhibits Committee for National, is a 
contributor to the National Button Bulletin, is a current NBS Board 
Member, and most recently was elected Vice President of WRBA. 
Ronnie looks forward to her tenure as VP.   

In her "spare time," Ronnie works full time in conjunction with the 
legal system helping individuals through the divorce process. She is 
also the mother of two 20-something young men of whom she is very 
proud, and enjoys an active, varied social life. 

 

MARION NEBIKER, TREASURER 
      My mother purchased a string of waistcoat buttons at an auction in 
1949 and that started a life-long hobby for both my mother and me.  I 

buttons on interesting period costumes.  For me, seeing these 
designs connects the buttons back to their origin.   

9.  Clean off an area of your button table and play a game of solitaire 
with REAL CARDS—do not use the Ipad or computer.  If you have to 
go to the store to buy the REAL cards, keep in mind the #7 caution. 

10. Tell a stranger about a button rediscovered or recently 
acquired.  They’ll give you a very strange look but you will have their 
attention!  Then, smile for 30 seconds. 

  

And, remember the wisdom of Yoda who said, “Try not. Do or do not. 
There is no try.”  Put on that smile and discover the joy!   

 

Remember to make your reservations for the NBS convention now!  I 
look forward to seeing everyone in August. 

  

Happy Buttoning Everyone.         
Thanks Mom,  Hay 
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was a member of NBS as a junior in the 1950s and went to many 
regional and New York State shows with my mother.  In 1974 the US 
Navy transferred my husband to San Diego and I was finally able to join a 
local club: the San Diego Button Club.  I soon joined the California State 
Button Society and rejoined the National Button Society.   I am now 
treasurer of my local club, the California State Button Society, WRBA, and 
in the fall of 2013 I became the treasurer of the National Button Society.   
 Along with button collecting, I also enjoy sewing and quilting and 
recently joined a local quilt guild.  I have yet to embellish a quilt with 
buttons, but that is on a long list of projects that I would like to do.  When 
travelling I try to visit local fabric stores as well as local antique stores, 
always on the look-out for buttons as well as interesting quilt patterns 
and materials.   
 

GIL BIGGIE, SECRETARY 
      Born and raised on the Hudson River, Gil transplanted to Reno in 
2000.  The withdrawal from Tri State "button paradise" to the stark 
Nevada "button-less desert" was traumatic—button-ly speaking.  
Needing button kinship motivated Gil to move WRBA along from a gleam 
in the mind's eye to a reality in 2003. In very short time, Gil found the few 
Western states that do have an organization very active, warm and 
welcoming, and she is now a member of Arizona, California, Idaho, 
Oregon, and Washington.   Out West, one has to travel ten times as far 
and long as in New York for the friendship and fun of button company, 
but it is more than ten times worth the effort.  Like all Westerners, Gil 
now measures distance in hours rather than miles. (Did you know you 
can fit all of the Northeast INSIDE of Nevada alone?)  
      At present, Gil happily resides in Reno, with an amazingly eclectic 
button collection, husband Don, and well traveled "Kitty.” If you know Gil, 
you know Don, since he is not only her ardent supporter in all endeavors, 
but chauffeur, moving man, and Mr. Fix-It at all the shows.  He loves 
button people as much as Gil does.  She is a retired RN, and now works 
sometimes part-time for Weathervane Auctions in Reno. Her 
qualifications for said auction job as well as secretary of WRBA are that 
she has a good memory, can write and read cursive, can spell, and will 
show up for all meetings as long as there is promise of coffee & snacks. 
     Here are her button stats:  joined NBS in 1986; past president of Mid 
Hudson Button Club in Poughkeepsie, NY;  publications distributor for 
NBS since 2000; currently co-judging chair with Jane Johnson for 
California State Society;  dealer liaison for Oregon State Society; show 
chair for WRBA for ten years; and has been selling buttons since 1990. 
Gil is also a member of Florida State Button Society, since that Eastern 
tap root runs deep. 
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Our WRBA website will soon unveil both a new look and a focus on bu on 
educa onal content for the whole wide world.  We will also offer improved 
access for our own members.   

Visitors to the WRBA website will find sec ons offering a searchable bu on 
gallery, past WRBA educa onal ar cles, transparency of WRBA business 
opera ons,  and an events calendar of local and regional bu on events.  

As WRBA prepares for the 2016 Na onal Bu on Conven on in Denver 
Colorado, the website will share the announcements and updates in tandem 
with the NBS website.  Stay tuned for more news from WRBA! 

BUTTONS    HISTORY  
 GALLERY 
 ARTICLES    
  ARTICLES BY TOPIC 
  ARTICLES BY AUTHOR 
 COLLECTING   
 COMPETITION  
MEMBERSHIP   BENEFITS & APPLICATION 
 NEWSLETTER   
 DOCUMENTS: ARTICLES,  BYLAWS, POLICIES 
 MINUTES, GENERAL & BOARD MEETINGS  
 NOMINATIONS, ELECTIONS, VOLUNTEERING  

EVENTS:   NBS, WRBA, STATE & LOCAL Calendar   

CONTACT US:   BOARD & OFFICERS, OUR PAST LEADERS 
LINKS NBS, STATE, BUTTON COUNTRY, ButtonBytes 

INTRODUCTION OF THE NEW WRBA WEBSITE 
by Mika Jarmusz 
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New resources are available as you assemble competitive 
awards starting in 2016. Before attempting an award, read as much 
as possible about the award subject matter. There are fabulous on-
line resources available now and most are FREE for you to use! 

The first was built by the late Paul Rice: www.buttoncountry.com 
(also accessible from a link on the National Button Society website 
www.nationalbuttonsociety.org). I cannot express the value of 
contributions made by Paul and those who now maintain the site. It 
comprehensively covers all the button classes and has photos of the 
front and back of hundreds of buttons, categorized to easily search. 
For example, if you aren't sure what an ivoroid looks like, visit the 
website. FREE 

The Button Country site also has special button articles and 
topics that have not appeared in the National button bulletins, so be 
sure to peruse the section titled “Special Topics.” An example is 
“Third Avenue Pictorial Buttons.” There is also a link to Worksheets 
for Sections 1-24 that you can use to plan your award entry. Finally, 
you can view previous ribbon-winning trays of past National & state 
competitions. FREE. 

For members of NBS, there is a wonderful new Members-Only 
section where you can view virtually every past NBS Bulletin after 
1944 to research a button topic. For example, if you are putting 
together a tray of one-piece 1930’s celluloid buttons, you can 
search “1930’s one-piece celluloid buttons” and find all clickable 
pages with relevant information. If you don't have the article on 
celluloid bubble tops of your own, just enter the term in the search 
box and it will bring you to that topic. Try it! It is user-friendly. You 
can even turn the pages ( I love this feature) just like you do a book, 
and you can see articles in color.  

AND, as a bonus, ALL the Just Button magazines are also on line. 

The more you know, the more selective you can be in assembling 
your tray and greatly increase your chance of a blue ribbon.  

So, pick your award and get on line to use these invaluable, but 
totally FREE, resources.  

RESOURCES FOR LEARNING ABOUT BUTTONS 
by Gil Biggie 
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Diamond-Z buttons were 
way ahead of their time.  
They are ceramic buttons, 
but not just any ceramic—
engineering-grade ceramic of 
high-purity zirconia made by 
Coors Ceramics. 

Ceramic zirconia is related 
to cubic zirconia (the 
gemstone) but is formulated/
engineered to be as strong as 
steel, and to perform well 
even in highly corrosive, high-
stress industrial 
environments, such as in a 
car engine or a paper mill.   

Also called 
Transformation 
Toughened 
Zirconia (TTZ), 
this material is 
used in precision 
industrial parts 
such as 
bearings, valves, 
rollers and 
guides, shaft guides, oxygen sensors, furnace heaters, and fuel cell 
membranes, just to name a few.   

In our NBS 2015-2016 Blue Book classification, this material fits 
under Class 2-9 Ceramics Unlisted (modern high-tech ceramic). 

Coors, based in Golden, Colorado, is most famous for its fine 
beers. Yet Coors has a long history of producing china and pottery 
products since the 1910s (http://www.coorstek.com/about/
history.php).   

The Diamond-Z buttons were in production from 1992 to 1999.  
Coors Ceramicon Designs, Ltd. was issued a patent (US 5,199,136) 

DIAMOND-Z BUTTONS BY COORS   
by Mika Jarmusz 

Diamond-Z buttons with impressed markings 

Coors vintage letterhead, 1910s-1920s.  
Courtesy of CoorsTek 
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for these super strong buttons.  

According to CoorsTek historian 
Jessica Nall, other zirconia ceramics 
products offered during this period by 

the company included golf clubs, golf drivers, cleats for golf shoes, 
zirconia hammers, and knife sharpeners. 

Diamond-Z buttons were made of 95% pure zirconia, by sintering 
powder zirconia (zirconium dioxide) into shape, similar to how 
aspirin pills are shaped by 
compaction.   

Fired at 3200 , these 
ceramic buttons were 

considered superior for daily 
wear as well as in the dry-
cleaning environment.   

The buttons came 
mostly in white or ivory; but 
black, blue, yellow, teal, 
grey, horn (white and black), 
brown were also produced, 
according to Jessica, as the 
proprietary blend allowed 
these colors to be added.  
The sizes were L14, L15, 
L16, L17, L18, and L20.  
The L stands for Ligne, 
which is a unit of 

A. Zirconia 
(zirconium 
dioxide) powder 

B. Zircon mineral 
C. Zircon grains 

found in common 
sands 

D. Zirconium metal 
element 

 

— these four images 
are from Wikipedia 

A 

B 

C 

D 
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Laser engraved markings.  Courtesy of CoorsTek.  

measurement from the 19th century.  As each Ligne measures 
roughly 1/40 of an inch, the largest Diamond Z is still about ½ inch, 
or an NBS small-small.   

Some of the buttons were imprinted with a pressed Diamond Z 
mark, while some were laser engraved.  The Colorado Rockies 
professional baseball team had these buttons on their jerseys.  
Others were marked “ACX” to identify with the high-tech ceramics 
spin-off, ACX Technologies Inc., and yet some others left the Coors’ 
Golden plant unmarked.  

Most of the Diamond-Z buttons were sold directly to Nordstrom 
in bags with roughly 50 gross per bag.  That’s about 7,200 buttons 
in a bag.  Where are they today...!?   

The Colorado Button Society gave them away, two on a card, at 
its convention some years ago.  Consumer advertisement or retail 
packaging are not likely in existence, except for some press releases 
or newspaper articles of its day.  Rumor has it that the remaining 
bulk was well suited to use in polishing tumblers as super durable 
grit.  Wouldn’t you love to have a scoopful of these buttons! 

In 2004, CoorsTek Advanced Ceramics introduced Dura-ZTM, a 
newer zirconia material that exhibits even higher strength, 
toughness, and fatigue resistance.  Using technical ceramics, 
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precision-machined 
metals, engineering 
plastics, and high-
purity fused quartz, 
the company 
continues to offer 
solutions that enable 
technological 
advances and 
improved product 
performance.   

“Art in Miniature” 
is how buttons are 
known to us.  These 
mini shirt buttons, so 
very advanced in the 
1990s, will likely hold 
its “State of the Art” 
material advantage in 
the button collecting 
world for many more 
years to come. 

10 DURA-Z™ products. Courtesy of CoorsTek  

Ceramic Blades and Components used in Medical 
Devices.  Courtesy of CoorsTek  

Dress shirt with Diamond-Z buttons. Courtesy of CoorsTek.  
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The retail fashion industry is a very fast paced and demanding 
place to work.  “Everyone is ADD and doing ten things at once; a 
normal person could not work here,” says Marsha Montgomery, who 
has worked as a button designer and merchandiser in the industry for 
the past 22 years.  She has always liked buttons.   

Marsha specializes in designing buttons for men’s wear.  “Men’s 
buttons have a long life.  You can sell the same button for years 
because men don’t change if something works. This is not true for 
women, so it is harder for a button designer in the women’s fashion 
industry to make a living as they always have to design new buttons 
because they have a short shelf life.” 

Each season there is a new color palette from each company.  
The colors are always a little different from year to year.  Basic colors 
will be fashionable for about 3 years, but bright, specialty colors will 
be featured for only one fashion season.  This means that Marsha 
can look at the button color on your shirt and know within a year or 
two when that shirt was made. Most use the Pantone color system, 
though some have their own color systems.   

The author asked how Marsha makes decisions about button 
design.  She used the following example.  “A man who makes 
$50,000 a year wants a suit made of fine grade Italian wool. He 
might go to a store like Dillards to find his suit.  Fine grade wool 
would be typical of Dillard’s Morano label and would use an 
expensive button, two or three 32 ligne on the front and three or four 
24 ligne on each cuff.”   

Ligne is the button measure used by the fashion industry. 10 
ligne = 6mm = 1/4 inch, so a 32 ligne button is just under 3/4 inch in 
diameter. The designer uses “strike offs” of the fabric colors and 
designs buttons for each color or just uses something like horn that 
will “match everything.”   

Further decisions are made about button materials, rims, wells, 
profile shape, button layers, finishes, and other matters.  Marsha 
sometimes uses buttons from her mother’s button box for inspiration.  

Marsha points out that generally American manufacturers are 
unwilling to spend much for the buttons on a garment, but that 

Evolution of a Button Designer for the 
Fashion Industry: MARSHA MONTGOMERY   

by Linda Weiner 
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European manufacturers will spend more for a distinctive button.  
The button images shown here represent some of the possible 
variations. 

Marsha designs a button for a particular piece of clothing and 
gives instructions to an assistant in New York.   Button samples are 
then made in China. Samples are sent back for Marsha to check the 
color, shape, finish, and color flow, and then ask for any necessary 

Figure 1:  Faux horn buttons with different shapes and finishes.  Left to right: 
flat top with subtle beveled rim, matte finish; matte center well with polished 
sloped rim; satin finish, concave well. 

Figure 3:  Surfaced dyed buttons:  Undyed blanks in three styles with fancy sew 
through holes; with dyed examples to the right. 

Figure 2:  Layered button construction:  Left to right:  concave shape with 
recessed circle for holes, color blends from dark to light brown; clear 
translucent bottom with tiger stripe design showing through darker  translucent 
top; yellow translucent bottom with convex center overlaid by off white opaque 
rim that is wider than the bottom. 
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changes.  Perhaps a bottom color will show through a translucent 
top too much or the button side angles will be slightly off.  These are 
things most customers would never notice, but fashion people are 
alert to small details. This design and sample making process may 
go on for two or three months until Marsha is satisfied that the 
button is right for the intended clothing.  She claims that you have to 
be more accurate in button manufacture than in a spaceship going 
to the moon!   

Buttons must also be tested.  Test protocols are developed by 
ASTM, the American Society of Testing Materials.  They must, for 
instance, withstand 300 washings and ironings.  Emsig, the 
company she works with, developed a “Super Durable” line of plastic 
buttons that could withstand many rounds of dry cleaning.  Other 
buttons eventually cracked or broke going through multiple dry 
cleanings and ironings.  Design constraints on these buttons include 
the requirement that they have flat backs. 

Marsha’s upbringing and varied lines of work all contributed to 
her career as a button merchandiser.  She grew up on a farm in 
Edmond, Oklahoma.  Her father was a farmer who “had a great 
sense of style,” selecting and buying clothes for his wife who liked to 
dress well.  Her Mom just stopped shopping and let her Dad pick her 
clothes.  Marsha learned her first lessons in fashion from them.   

Later, she went to the University of Central Oklahoma, dropped 
out, but went back at age 30.  At that time she was designing and 

Figure 4:  
Wood buttons 
with different 
shapes and 
surfaces.  The 
right button 
has burnt 
edges. 
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making all her own clothes, and was self taught in these skills.  She 
decided to major in clothing, textiles, and design since she was 
already involved in this kind of activity.  She graduated with a 
Bachelor’s degree in special arts and sciences.  While in college in 

Figure 5:  A card showing the shapes and pearl types available to order.  
Customers can pick the combination of shell and shape they desire. 
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the 1980s, she satisfied her button desires by going to Benno’s in 
Dallas, “Because they had the most unique buttons and trims.”  

After graduating, Marsha moved to Dallas to work for a designer, 
but ended up getting a job setting up computer programs for a 
health food store.  She also set up the store, arranging merchandise 
in a way that got a lot of positive attention.  She says that she “just 
has the talent” to arrange things.  Marsha is good at spacial 
arrangements and decorating houses, and can also tell within five 
minutes of going into a large clothing store if there is anything there 
for her or that will look good on the people she is with.  

Next Marsha worked as manager and outside salesperson for a 
uniform store and later still as a designer and salesperson for Action 
Line, a uniform and hospitality store in Mesquite, Texas. 

She loved the Kaim Company store in Dallas, Texas, run by 
brothers David and Irwin.  They carried everything that goes into 
making clothing.  Marsha just went in and asked for work and ended 
up working for them, becoming their #1 salesperson.  This is when 
she came in contact with Emsig Manufacturers, who they made the 
buttons for Kaim. The Kaim brothers were eventually bought out and 
Marsha and the brothers left.  Emsig asked her to come work for 
them.  Marsha worked for Emsig in sales and worked as a manager 
and designer for Kakudu Traders from Australia, who had an office in 
Dallas.  

Marsha told the author of the many changes in the button 
manufacturing and fashion industries during the more than twenty 
years she has worked in them.   

During the 1980s and 1990s, Dallas had over 100 clothing and 
design companies. It was a huge center for the garment business 
and an exciting place to work. NAFTA put an end to this.  Clothing 
manufacture moved to Mexico and button manufacture mostly 
moved to China and Hong Kong. They are fairly new to the industry 
and are still learning to mix their colors correctly and are refining 
their other processes.  An exception to the button manufacturing 
exodus is melamine and urea buttons, that are still manufactured in 
New York.   

New York was where the United States’ plastic button industry 
began.  Plastic button manufacture in the United States came into 
its own in the 1920’s and 1930’s when the U.S. government paid to 
have Romanian workmen brought to the U.S.  The button making 
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machinery had to be smuggled in from Italy piece by piece in order to 
start the U.S. industry.  The button manufacturing company that 
Marsha now works with, Emsig, was started by Stanley Emsig, an 
Austrian Jewish immigrant.  He was making collar stays in Brooklyn, 

Figure 6:  A card showing how virtual horn buttons are made, illustrating 
the selection of sizes, finishes and combinations of finishes available. 
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NY and later started making buttons.  The company is still in the 
family, though manufacturing has moved overseas. 

Button machinery from the U.S. was refabricated and sent to 
China when China started its industry.  They do not make the 
machinery there.  The U.S. also developed the plastic resins that are 
now manufactured in China. Emsig is currently manufacturing various 
types of recycled buttons (cotton, bamboo and metal) in Portugal. 

Buttons now are manufactured either by slicing from rods 8’ to 
12” long, or they are cast.  Chemists mix the colors.   Buttons are 
resin dyed, a process in which the whole batch of plastic is dyed 
before the buttons are made, or they are surface dyed after the 
buttons are set.  There are many tricks of the trade.  For instance, 
antique matte finishes are produced by tumbling the buttons with 
corn cobs or, in China, with rice (though this produces a less “aged” 
look).  Urea anchor buttons get their contrasting color by burning the 
tops on a hot plate. 

Left over button stock may go on to new uses.  Melamine buttons 
are ground up and used for sandblasting.  Old melamine button stock 
was also used in the cement for the New Jersey turnpike. 

Since talking with Marsha, the author has started noticing the 
subtle effects that different buttons have on the look of men’s shirts.  
She previously paid attention to the buttons on suit jackets, but never 
really noticed shirt buttons.   

The author has also started looking at the fine print on her many 
cards of sewing buttons purchased from fabric stores.  Common 
brands such as La Mode, JHB, and Streamline have sourced their 
buttons from many countries:  Japan, Portugal, Italy, Thailand, China, 
Holland, France, Taiwan, and the USA were the top countries listed on 
the cards in her collection. Marsha has given the author a new 
window into the world of buttons and fashion. 
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TOPSY-TURVY BUTTONS          by Joy Journeay 
A long-time WRBA dealer discovered old topsy-turvy buttons 

recently.  The one-piece stamped brass buttons depict a smiling man 
with blowing hair and, when turned 180 degrees, a frowning man in a 
cap. Topsy-turvy buttons have been featured only once in the NBS 
bulletin, on the cover of the October 2010 issue.   

Another example is the painted 18th century button below which 
depicts a different hat and distinct profile for each man.  One of 
these sold 15 years ago in England at Lloyds for over $1400. A third 
example is 18th century painting on ivory, owned by Ronnie Wexler. It 
is featured on the California button website!  

You may be familiar with 19th-20th century topsy-
turvy dolls that might have a blonde female 

image in a dress, and if the doll is flipped, 
the doll skirt hides another doll, with  
                           different dress, hair color or 
                                   often different ethnic  
                                         features. 
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The armadillo is a MAMMAL ranging the Americas from Texas 
through South America to Patagonia. Armadillos are recognized by 
the armor plates on their dorsal side. They eat insects, worms, fruit, 
roots and occasionally carrion. When threatened the armadillo rolls 
into a ball to protect their soft underbellies. The nine-banded 
armadillo has an unusual reproductive system. Annually it produces 
four genetically identical offspring, which result from one original  
fertilized egg. The giant armadillo grows up to 5 feet 
long, and the smallest pink fairy is 5 inches.  

They have a habit of jumping straight up 
when surprised—an unhealthy habit when 
startled by a car as it is crossing a highway. 

Animal Buttons:    
AARDVARK 
The aardvark is a nocturnal burrowing 
MAMMAL found in Africa and easily 
identified by a pig-like long snout, 
used to sniff out ants and termites.  
Using their long claws, aardvarks can dig two 
feet in only 15 seconds to unearth their 
wiggling meals!  Their tongues can be up to 
12 inches long. This papier-mâché button is 

imported from Russia.  NBS large. 

Animal Buttons: ARAMADILLO 

These armadillo buttons (clockwise from top right) are 
made from brass, stoneware, vegetable ivory, open-
work boxwood with a black glass eye, polyester with 
metallic paint, metalized ABS, and ground elk antler 
composition. All are NBS medium. 
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Yesterday, while trying to describe 
this button accurately, I tapped it to 
my teeth, and heard the distinct click 
of glass! I had assumed for years that 
it was bakelite!  Instead, it is glass set 
in metal with bakelite and brass. 
The button is a metal plate back to 
which the brass rope border has been 
welded. Next is an amber glass oval 
whose reverse that is faceted with has 
a dull/shiny surface. This glass oval is 
transected by a bridge upon which the 
word CZECHO—SLOVAKIA has been 
molded. The third layer is an oval of 
deep red bakelite.  The three layers 
are held together by a stamped brass 
piece with two long brass legs, 
piercing through the layers to be bent 
at the button back.   

Anatomy of a Button         by Joy Journeay 
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The NBS 2016 Fundraising Team,  Bruce Beck bjbeckstoys@aol.com 
and (Gil Biggie (co-chair) dbgb@charter.net, are all geared up for 
fundraising opportunities for NBS 2016 in Denver next August.   

AUCTION:   
Bruce and Gil are ready to receive donations for the auction now.  If 
you are planning to attend, you can scan the button or related 
donation, and send the scan to DBGB@charter.net.  

There is no need to mail your actual donation, but you are 
welcome to send it ahead of time to EITHER Gil or Bruce:  

Gil Biggie at 9075 Wigwam Way, Reno NV 89506. Call if you 
have any questions, 775 971-9538 

Bruce Beck at N50 W 7030 Western Rd., Cedarburg, WI 53012, 
or simply hand over at any of the spring shows that Bruce attends. 

Studio makers, give contact or website information which will be 
posted with your donation. This allows the non-winning bidders who 
are interested in your work to contact you.  

GIGANTIC POKEBOX!   
The Fundraising Team will 
also create a HUGE poke 
box, and welcomes your 
donations. The poke will 
be open Tuesday – 
Thursday, and the left-
overs will be auctioned 
Thursday night.  

 Start sorting through 
your buttons and gather 
your donations for the 
poke box.  

You can bring your 
donations to NBS or 
watch our next issue for 
mailing instructions. 

CALL FOR NBS AUCTION & POKE DONATIONS 



Page 23 WRBA Territorial News,   February 2016 

When WRBA hosts NBS in Denver, 
we will need volunteers to help with 
TOURS, REGISTRATION, FUNDRAISING, 
& the JUNIOR/NOVICE PROGRAM.  

If you are willing to help or have any 
ideas on ways to contribute or improve 
the event, please share those ideas 
with Joy Journeay at (907) 223-1040 
or joyjourneay@gmail.com. 

Don’t miss out on the fun! 

WRBA THANKS THESE GENEROUS DONORS  
We are pleased to acknowledge donations to WRBA in 2015 from 

the following donors.  For the future, all donations over $25 per year 
will be acknowledged annually in the WRBA newsletter.   

 

Sacramento Button Club Carol Cordier 
Ilse Christensen Bev Heebner 
Jane Quimby Idell Mulhern 
 Harriett Brittenham 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
IN DENVER FOR NBS 

Judy Schwenk & Jim Nolan 
 

5518 Sugarloaf Street 
Anacortes, WA 98221 

(360)-293-2315 
anajamm@comcast.net 

 

We buy any size collections. 
Approvals sent on request. 

Contact us for your button needs. 

WRBA Territorial News,   February 2016 Page 24 

CALL TO ORDER   The meeting was called to order at 7:15MDT.    
 (Via telephone/computer conference) 

ATTENDANCE   PRESENT:   President Harriett Brittenham, Treasurer 
Sue Jordan, Editor/Show Chair Joy Journeay, Web Chair Mika 
Jarmusz, Member at Large Bev Heebner, Interim Secretary (non
-voting) Idell Mulhern 

 ABSENT:  Awards Chair Tom Barrans, Judging Chair, Barbara 
Barrans, Fundraising Chair Chris McCarthy, Membership Chair 
Yessy Byl 

 GUESTS:  Vice President Elect Ronnie Wexler, Treasurer Elect 
Marion Nebiker 

ONGOING BUSINESS  This meeting was held for the review and 
approval of the projected 2016 and 2017 WRBA Budgets.  No 
reports or approval of Minutes from November 5, 2015, were 
made at this meeting.  

A line-by-line review and discussion of the projected budgets 
was made.  Once approved by attendants of this meeting, the 
budget will be sent to Board members for an email vote of 
approval.  Mika has three website proposals and is waiting on a 
fourth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copy of Proposed 2016-2017 Budget attached herein. 
Copy of 12-8-2015 Treasurer’s Report (2 pages) attached herein. 

Thanks to Bev Heebner for her service as Member-at-Large.  This 
was her last meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm. MDT  

Respectfully submitted,  Idell Mulhern, Interim Secretary 

Board of Directors MINUTES, Dec. 9, 2015 

APPROVAL OF 2016-2017 BUDGET 
December 17, 2016  

The Budget for 2016 and 2017 is APPROVED by email vote. 

MOTION:  to approve the 2016-2017 Budget, as presented with  
correction made to the Show Income and “2015 Actual” heading 
changed to “2015 Projected” as discussed.  

Motion:    
JOURNEAY 

Second:    
HEEBNER 

Vote:  Via Email Open to all Active  
          Board Members  
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INCOME   $ 22,605 
 Newsletter Advertising & Interest ($5) 125 
 Donations & Past Favor Button Sales 800 
 Membership Dues 5,000 
 NBS Show Income 3,900 
 Show Income  12,780 
  Award Donations & Tray Slips 755 
  Dealer Tables 3,000 
  Sales (buttons/bulletins) 1,025 
  Meals & Registration 5,500 
  Fundraising 2,500 
EXPENSES   $ 24,640 
 Bank & PayPal Charges 100 
 Recognition 200 
 Education 200 
 Web Site & Internet * 3,180 
 Membership Development *** 2,200 
 Dues & Subscriptions 290 
 National Awards 100 
 Newsletter Printing & Postage 4,800 
 Newsletter Editor (write, layout, mail) 2,000 
 Supplies, Postage, Miscellaneous 100 
 Professional Services & tax (tax prep) 620 
 Show Expenses 10,850 
  Advertising & PR 600 
  Audio Visual 200 
  Awards & Judging 900 
  Dealer Permits & Fees 900 
  Decorations 200 
  Education 600 
  Favor Buttons/Souvenirs 800 
  Fundraising 75 
  Gifts for Presenters 250 
  Meals 4,500 
  Printing, Postage, Registration 390 
  Rack Storage/Transport/Set up 500 
  Security $400 
  Show Manager Stipend $500  
  Taxes 35 
BALANCE   ( $2,035 ) 
 

 * One-time project to build expanded new website with features. $3,000. 
*** One-time project to reach out to button collectors in our region who are not 

WRBA members.  $2,000. 

WRBA BUDGET 2016-2017 
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WRBA Balance Sheet:   12/31/2015 

WRBA Profit & Loss:   12/31/2015  
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WRBA Profit & Loss:   12/31/2015 (continued) 
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ARIZONA STATE BUTTON SOCIETY ANNUAL SHOW 
When:  February 19-21, 2016  (judging on the 19th) 
 Showroom open Saturday 10-5 and Sunday 10-3 
Where: Hilton Garden Inn, 11460 W. Hilton Way, Avondale, Arizona 
 Mention ASBS for room rates $131 rooms, $141 suites 
We're celebrating our Presidents and all are welcome. 
For more info contact:  
 Show Chair: Roberta    bklassic@comcast.net 
 President: Val    perryva@gmail.com or 928-778-7299 
 

************************************************ 
COLORADO STATE BUTTON SOCIETY ANNUAL SHOW 
When:  April 1-3, 2016 
Where:  Doubletree@Hilton, 3203 Quebec Street 
 Denver CO 80207    (303) 329-5243 
For more info contact: Jennifer Hulac   (303) 331-0131 
 

************************************************ 
OREGON STATE BUTTON SOCIETY ANNUAL SHOW 
When:  May  4-7, 2016 
 Open to the public Friday, 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm.  
Where:  Quality Inn, 5188 Wittenberg Lane NE, Keizer, Oregon  
 Mention OSBS  (503) 390-4733 or (800) 299-7221.  
For more info contact:  
 Show Chair: Bryan Gilbert, buttontrader@icloud.com  
 

************************************************ 
CALIFORNIA STATE BUTTON SOCIETY ANNUAL SHOW 
When: May 20-22, 2016 
Where:  Crowne Plaza, Sacramento, California 
Theme: East Meets West — to honor the contributions of other 

cultures to California 
For more info visit:  www.cabutton.org 
 

************************************************ 
WASHINGTON STATE BUTTON SOCIETY ANNUAL SHOW 
When:  September 2016 
Where:  Sequim, Washington 
For more info visit: www.washingtonstatebuttonsociety.org 
 Contact: Jennifer Hulac   (303) 331-0131 

BUTTON EVENTS CALENDAR 
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