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LATE SUMMER 2016  
The NBS Convention is 

upon us and the planning 
and execution of the past 
four years complete except 
for those details and 
“moving parts” that always 
need attention at the last 
minute.  Favor and other 
souvenir buttons are 
carded and waiting to be distributed, workshop presenters have fine-tuned 
their delivery and a tour to the JHB Museum and other special programs are 
on the horizon.  For button lovers, this is the place to be in August! 

Perhaps you’ve thought about attending but did not get it scheduled.  Is 
it too late to register or enter competition or educational trays?  Never!  
Starting Sunday, July 31st, our Registration Team will be ready to welcome 
you to Denver.  And, while a few events are filled to capacity, most of the 
week’s programs and gatherings have plenty of space.  Did you know that 
registration includes two evening events with food, beverage and program?  
For most of us in WRBA, Denver is a short plane ride, a get-away road trip or 
scenic train excursion away.  In 2017 the NBS convention will be in Appleton 
WI, and in 2018 will move to Florida.  The time is now, folks, to experience 
this event close to home.  Call or email should you need more information. 

As we process registration requests, I am amazed at the number of first-
timers coming.  As an optimist I interpret this as an indication that our 
convention site is convenient for newer collectors and local clubs are 
working hard to open our hobby to a wider audience.  As an example of 
opening our hobby, members here, already belonging to established clubs, 
saw a need for a group in northern Colorado so reached out and created a 
new club that is as large as any and filled with enthusiastic beginners.  Is 
there an opportunity to do something similar in your state? 

The good news is that the convention program is filled with special 
workshops for new collectors so truly there is something for everyone!   

An NBS convention is a unique experience and as this year’s host, WRBA 
made it special and fun.  From in-room buttons sales to judging and events, 
everyone will come away knowing more about buttons, having new friends 
from around the U.S., Canada and the world, and a new perspective on this 
enduring and intriguing hobby.  Please join us in Denver. 

On behalf of the WRBA Board I want to shout out a special THANK YOU 
to Joy Journeay and her convention team.  It’s been a pleasure and the 
results are wonderful. 

Thanks Mom,  Hay 

PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 
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If you would like to be involved in ANY manner in the WRBA 2017 
planning and production, please contact Joy Journeay (your editor), 
as we would sincerely appreciate your involvement to help carry 
some of the load for the upcoming show and sale.   

If you want to volunteer or have suggestions, please contact me at 
any time as I welcome your ideas and criticism.  If you are too shy or 
busy to volunteer, feel free to volunteer someone else you know who 
may have skills to share!  The more hands participating, the more fun 
the event will be, and the smoother it will proceed.  

Volunteer by sending an email to JoyJourneay@gmail.com or by 
contacting any board member.  Thank you in advance! 

WRBA 2017 CALL FOR PARTICIPANTS 
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In Reno, NV next year, WRBA is gathering for BUTTONOPOLY 
(Button Fun and Games!) and you are invited to join in all the fun.   

Your awards chair is ready to prepare the awards list and needs 
your input.  So let your imagination follow the theme to write your 
awards.  Check your Blue Book for the basic guidelines and then 
imagine all of the bountiful trays that you would love to see up close 
and personal.  Don’t put this off until you have forgotten!  The 
deadline fast approaches so we can print the awards list in the 
December WRBA newsletter and post it on our website! 

 

W.R.B.A. AWARD SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION 
For EACH award you wish to sponsor, provide the information  

below and send it with your check to: 
 Tom Barrans 
 P O Box 2556 
 Oakhurst, CA 93644 
You may also pay for awards on PayPal (treasurer@WRBA.us) and 

be sure to note that the payment is for AWARD SPONSORSHIP.   

 

Division_____    Class __________________________    Size _______ 

Prize amounts:  1st_____  2nd_____  3rd_____  Total _____________ 

Description: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsor’s Name ___________________________________________ 

Sponsor’s Email ___________________________________________ 

Sponsor’s Phone Number____________________________________ 

CALL FOR AWARDS, WRBA 2017 
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Greek Mythology #12: LEDA & THE SWAN 
Leda was the beautiful 

queen of Sparta. She was 
the daughter of an 
Aetolian king and the wife 
of a king of Sparta 
(although it is noted that 
there are five different 
versions of her parentage). 
She was a contemporary 
of Hercules, and her sons 
were part of the quest of 
the Argonauts. 

Leda became the 
mother of Helen of Troy 
and the twins, Castor and 
Pollux. However, we know 
her best on buttons from 
the story of her seduction 
by Zeus. 

Zeus admired Leda and 
deviously seduced her. While disguised as a swan, Zeus arranged to 
be in danger as he was pursued by an eagle. Leda embraced the  

swan to protect it from the eagle, 
and Zeus had the opportunity to  

consummate the seduction.  
Leda had lain with her 
husband the same night,  

and soon delivered two 
sets of twins.  

As with most Greek 
myths, multiple versions 
exist regarding the 
father of the twins. 
Because Leda was 
mortal, and one father 
was mortal, and one  

Stamped brass with original tint. 
Large. Collection of Lou Yeargain. 
 

Jasperware set in metal with prong set 
paste border. Medium. Division I.  

Collection of Byson Buttons. 
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father was mortal and one father was divine, the children could be 
mortal or half mortal. Consistent aspects of the story state that 
Pollux is half-mortal and Helen is the daughter of Zeus. One version 
says that Zeus laid with Helen’s mother Nemesis, and the resulting 
egg was found by a shepherd who gave it to Leda, who then raised 
Helen of Troy, although Leda was not her biological mother.  

Zeus did commemorate the birth of Helen by creating the 
constellation Cygnus.  

Three buttons of Castor & Pollux, the 
“Gemini” twins of the zodiac. Medium 
Satsuma. Medium Birchcroft 
porcelain with transfer.  Small ABS 
with black cold enamel DF.  
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Greek Mythology #6: SELENE (Moon)     
Goddess of: Moon 
Home: Sky 
Symbols: Crescent, raised cloak, bull,  
 rooster, dog and torch 
Parents: Hyperion and Theia 
Consorts: Endymion 
Siblings: Helios, Eos 
Children: 50 daughters to Endymion, plus 

Pandia and Ersa to Zeus  
Roman Counterpart:  Luna 
 

Selene, Titan goddess of the moon, drives it each night across the 
skies in a silver chariot pulled by two white horses. She is linked to 
Artemis and Hecate as all three are lunar goddesses.  Selene is often 
depicted with a crescent moon accompanied by stars. The crescent 
moon can rest on her brow or the points of the crescent moon can 
point upwards in the manner of horns.  

Selene fell in love with Endymion, the first human to observe the 
movements of the moon. He is thought to be a shepherd or 
astrologer, and Selene watched him from afar and slid to earth for 
passion. Zeus had granted Andymion the ability to choose when to 
die, and he choose when he would die, and he chose eternal sleep.  
One version says Zeus gave him this wish because Endymion had 
fallen in love with Hera. 

Some accounts suggest that Selene and Zeus are the parents of 
Dionysius, but this confusion 
may come from the names of 
Selene and Semene being so 
close. Virgil wrote that 
Selene had a tryst with Pan, 
who seduced her with 
beautiful white wool.  

Stamped and engraved  
one-piece brass button known  

as Luna & Sol, the Roman god’s 
names of Selene and Helios.  
Dark original tint. Medium. 

Selene on a Roman  
Sarcophagus. Marble. 
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God of: Sky, sun and light 
Home: Sky 
Symbols: Chariot, horse, aureole, 

rooster, incense, heliotrope, 
sunflower 

Parents: Hyperion and Theia 
Consorts: Clymene, Klytie, Hecate, 

Selene, Rhode, Leucothea 
and many more 

Siblings: Selene, Eos 
Children: The Charities, Phaethon, the 

Horae, Aeetes, Circe, 
Pasiphae, Heliadae, and 
Heliades  

Roman Counterpart:  Sol 
 

Helios was a Titan god, and personification of the Sun. He drove the 
gold chariot of the sun across the sky each day, pulled by four 
horses named Pyrois, Aeos, Aethon and Phlegon. In mythology he is 
essentially replaced by Apollo. The best known myth of Helios 
regards his son Phaeton, who tried to drive his father’s chariot 
through the sky and lost control, setting the earth on fire. Helios 
also appears in the Odyssey, when Odysseus and his starving men 
reach an island of the god. They kill  
cattle to eat, and Helios is  
angered, complaining to  
Zeus and threatened to  
take the sun to Hades.  
Zeus destroys the  
ship of men with a  
lightning bolt, killing  
all but Odysseus. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Helios, Apollo, or  
Phaethon driving the  

chariot across the sky.  
Openwork brass with a 

pressed design. Collection of 
Claudia Chalmers. 

Helios in his chariot, early 
4th Century BC, Athena’s 
temple at Ilion. Marble. 

Greek Mythology #7: HELIOS (Sun)     
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EOS (Aurora):  The Dawn 
Eos was a lovely woman who rose from the sea to fly across the sky 

each morning announcing the coming of the sun. She was the 
daughter of the Titans Hyperion and Theia. Helios, the Sun, was her 
brother, and Selene, the moon, her sister.  Eos is known as Aurora in 
Roman Mythology. 

Eos was so beautiful that she came to Are’s attention.  
Jealous Aphrodite caused Aurora to fall in love with many mortals. 

When Eos married Tithonus, she begged Zeus to make him immortal 
and her wish was granted. Unfortunately, she forgot to asked that 
Tithonus remain young as well. As a result he grew old and shriveled, 
and Aurora shut him away until the gods took pity on him and he was 
turned into a cicada. According to myth, the morning dew was Eos’s 
tears for a son who was killed. Eos had many children and these 
include the four winds. 

Greek Mythology #8: EOS (Dawn)     

Aurora (Eos) with 
her two horses. 
Stamped brass. 

Large. Collection of 
Byson Buttons. 

Aurora (Eos) driving her chariot to 
announce the coming of the morning 

sun. Stamped aluminum. Medium. 
Collection of Yessy Byl. 
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During what is known as the Golden Age, 
humans were an all-male society, respecting the 
gods, working hard and living off the abundant 
fruits of the land. The Golden Age comes to a 
close when Prometheus steals fire from the gods 
on Olympus and shares it with mankind.  

When mankind received fire, Zeus was very 
angry, punishing Prometheus and commanding 
Hephaestus to make a woman. Pandora was the 
first mortal woman created by the gods.  

Zeus wanted her to be a “beautiful evil” 
whose descendants would torment men 
throughout time. She was built of clay and the 
four winds breathed life into her. All the 
goddesses of Olympus adorned her and each 
god gave her special gifts. Athena taught her 
needlework and weaving. Aphrodite gave her 
grace and the longing and care that wearies the 
soul. Hermes gave her a shameful mind and 
deceitful nature, plus the power of crafty words 
and lies. Athena clothed her.   

Zeus had two urns in his palace, one with evil 
gifts and one filled with good gifts. He gave 
Pandora an urn filled with gifts, and sent her as a 
gift to mankind, specifically to Epimetheus, 
Prometheus’ brother.  

Prometheus had warned his 
brother to accept no gifts from 
Zeus, but to no avail. Pandora 
could not leave the urn alone, but 
opens it, losing all the items 
within. Only Hope stayed in the 
urn.  

The introduction of Pandora, and 
womankind, is the start of the Silver 
Age. Humans were now subject to 
the cycle of birth and death. 

 
 
 
 

From Homer’s Iliad:  
Only Hope was left within her unbreakable house, 
she remained under the lip of the jar, and did not 
fly away. Before [she could], Pandora replaced the 
lid of the jar. This was the will of aegis-bearing 
Zeus the Cloudgatherer.  Hesiod (96–9) 

Greek Mythology #9: PANDORA  

Pandora contemplating the 
fateful urn. Basalt. Large. 
Collection of Joy Journeay. 

Pandora, 1861.  
Pierre Loison  
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[Ganymedes] was the loveliest born of the race 
of mortals, and therefore the gods caught him 
away to themselves, to be Zeus' wine-pourer, 
for the sake of his beauty, so he might be 
among the immortals.  
— Homer, Iliad,  Book XX, Lines 233-235 

Ganymede, the son of King Tros  
of Troy, was a beautiful young shepherd 
tending flocks on Mount Ida when Zeus 
spied him. Zeus assumed the form of 
an eagle, and carried Ganymede to 
Mount Olympus where the boy became 
a cupbearer to the gods.  

King Tros grieved the loss of his son, 
and, as comfort, Zeus sent Hermes to 
deliver two fine horses that could run 
over water as a gift to Tros, with a 
message that Ganymede would be 
immortal.  Heracles used the two 
horses when he killed the 
sea monster Poseidon  
sent to destroy Troy. 

Greek Mythology #10: GANYMEDE 

Stamped brass over a wood  
background. Thin white 
metal collet. Original tint. 
Medium. Collection of Byson 
Buttons.  Small from the 
author’s collection.  
    Notice that this image 
mirrors “The Abduction of 
Ganymede,” (ca. 1650) by 
Eustache e Le Sueur (at left). 
    The author wonders how 
Ganymede is being carried 
since he’s not on the eagle’s 
back…..looks precarious! 

Ganymede by Adamo Tadolini 
(Italian 1788-1868). Marble. 

Hermitage Museum. 
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Zeus did bestow eternal 
youth and immortality upon the 
beautiful Ganymede.  

No Greek story is 
complete without jealousy 
and treachery. Hera became 
outraged at Zeus’s love for 
the boy, so Zeus set 
Ganymede’s image among 
the stars as the constellation 
Aquarius.  

American creativity 
shown in 1906, 
when Anheuser-
Busch used an 
image of 
Ganymede’s 
abduction in their 
advertising 
campaign for the 
“Introduction of 
Budweiser to the 
Gods.” In his hand 
can be seen a 
bottle of their beer. 
   NBS will be in the 
land of Anheuser- 
Busch when we 
return to Appleton 
for NBS 2017! 

Stamped & pressed 
wood. Ganymede 
holding a laurel 
wreath and the 
eagle. Set in brass 
imitation bamboo 
border.  BBB 775-8. 
Large. Collection of 
Claudia Chalmers.  
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Greek Mythology #11: ATLAS  
Atlas was the Titan god of astronomy and navigaton, and was 

married to his sister Phoebe. His children include the Hasperides, 
Hyades, Hyas, Pleiades, Calypso, Dione and Maera.  

Atlas was one of the Titans who fought when Zeus freed the 
world from the rule of his father Cronus and the Titans.  Atlas and his 
brother Menoetius fought with the other titans, and his brothers 
Prometheus and Epimetheus helped the Olympian gods. As leader of 
the Titan battle, Zeus punished Atlas, condemning him to eternally 
hold the sky on his shoulders. The common image of Atlas holding 
the earth on his shoulders is a misconception of the punishment.   

During the Twelve Labors of Heracles, he was sent to gather 
golden apples from Hera’s garden. Atlas’ children, the Hesperides, 
cared for the garden which was garden by the dragon Ladon. 
Heracles asked Atlas to get the apples from his children and 
volunteered to hold up the sky until he returned. Atlas got he apples 
and then tried to trick Heracles to hold the sky forever, but Heracles 
saw through the 
ruse and left 
with the apples.   

A late myth 
recounts 
Perseus 
traveling in the 
mountains of 
Africa and 
coming upon 
Atlas, who tried 
o drive him 
away. Perseus 
held up 
Medusa’s head, 
thus turning 
Atlas into stone, 
forming the 
Atlas 
Mountains.  

Stamped brass button depicting Atlas 
carrying the world. Border of stars. Medium. 
Collection of Byson Buttons.  
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Buttons as works of art,  

 LITERALLY ….. 

 
 Reverse painted  
 on glass. 

   
 

and  

 FIGURATIVELY. 

 
Black glass buttons.  
Imitation fabric. 

 

BUTTONS AND ART, or  
Buttons as Little Works of Art  by Yessy Byl 
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BUTTONS REFLECT SOCIETY 

Technological innovations (e.g., steel buttons and brass buttons) 
Popular culture 
NOVELS(e.g., “Lalla Rookh”) 
MUSIC (e.g., Gilbert & Sullivan) 
PLAYS (e.g., Sarah Bernhardt, “L’aiglon”) 

and …… ART! 
 
EARLY EGYPTIAN ART 

  Black glass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Sphinx. 1880s brass. 
  Horus. Damascene 

ANCIENT GREEK ART 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Hercules at the  
Crossroads. 1700s  

  Wedgewood on  
 18th Boulton steel.  
century 
copper of Another 18th century. 
Athena Lemnia.  Glass painted on the  
 reverse side. Wax  

 background. 
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RENAISSANCE ART 
  Madonna and Child.  
  Brass. Circa 1880s.  
  Great border! 
 
EVOKE BAROQUE? 
  Enamel with  
  foil embedded. 
  Late 1800s.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
ROCOCO   
 Enamel.   
 
 
 
 
 

NEOCLASSICAL                                Horn.   
   

   
  
Black glass.   
Catherine the Great (a major  
supporter of Neoclassical Art) as Minerva. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brass. A Thorvaldson  
image. A Danish sculptor 
who lived in Rome and did 
a lot of relief work as well. 
 

White metal.  Artist  Elisabeth Vigee Le Brun,  
Self portrait with daughter. She was a friend  
of Marie Antoinette. 
ROMANTICISM 

WRBA Territorial News,   August 2016 Page 16 

  Gericault. French painter.  
  “The Wounded  
  Cuirassier” on a brass  
  French tight button.  
  

Porcelain.  
….. reminds  
me of Turner’s  
landscapes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRE-RAPHAELITISM 
   

Silvered brass. From the  
second half of the 1800s.  

 
 Black glass. About 3/4” size. 
   
  Brass. 

IMPRESSIONISM 
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…… playing fast and loose 
with the genre….. But…… 

  Porcelain set in  
  casein. French.   
 
 
 Celluloid in metal. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Porcelain disc set in copper. 
 
ART NOUVEAU 
   
 Lovely brass  
 fuschia on a   Enamels 
 celluloid disc.   in classic 
   colors. 
 
 Intermixed 
 glass set in 
 brass. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
   Stamped  
   brass  
   buttons. 
NOUVEAU TO DECO 
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  Black glass contour.  Linear oval. 
 
 
 
 
 
ART DECO 
  
 
 
 
 Glass   
 With 
 luster.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Black glass.  1920s.  
 
 
MODERN 
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  French white metal.  
 
 
  Wash dat set by Marie  
  Christine Pavone. 
 
 
 
 
 
FOLK ART  
   

Peasant silver  
buttons.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE END 
   
 

Russian  
folk tale— 
The Red Sun.  
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Louis Armand Rault was born in 1847 in St. Calais, Sarthe, 
France, and died in 1903. 

The “Biographical Dictionary of Medallists” by Leonard Forrer, 
published in 1912, refers to Rault having studied at the “Paris 
Schools of Arts” and as having been associated with Boucheron, the 
famous French jewelry house established in 1866, for over 25 years.  
However, I did notice that Forrer’s book didn’t mention that Rault had 
passed away some 9 years before publication of the book!   

While Rault is most famous for his beautiful jewelry, medals and 
buttons, (he is described as one of the greatest chasers of all time) 
he was apparently also a sculptor.  The 1881-1882 Bulletin of the 
Societe D’Agriculture, Sciences et Arts de La Sarthe listed a number 
of sculptures in “steel” that were apparently made by Rault in 1981, 
one of which had been purchased by “M. le comte de Camondo”. At 
the end of the listing the Bulletin states:  “These objects are worked 
with great care and denote a real talent.”  My many searches have 
not produced anything that we would consider “sculpture” today and I 
am guessing that the term was used to include items like decorative 
boxes, medals, etc. for which Rault is famous.  

Some of Rault’s work was acquired by museums, including the 
Luxembourg (Paris). He also exhibited at the Salon in Paris over a 
number of years.  His 1902 Salon exhibit included “Heads of the 
more important Kings of France, etc.”  The designs for those medals 
were probably the same as the buttons of historical French people, 
two of which are pictured below.  

LOUIS ARMAND RAULT  by Yessy Byl 
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It was very difficult to find any personal information about Rault 
other than in the two sources above.  However, a book entitled 
“Exhibiting Dreyfus in America” by Maya Balakirsky Katz, refers to 
“Louis Armand Rault’s image of a fictitious demonstration……,” 
apparently in support of Dreyfus, that formed part of the 1987 
exhibit at the Jewish Museum entitled “The Dreyfus Affair:  Art, 
Truth , and Justice.”    

The Dreyfus affair in the late 1800s certainly polarized the artist 
community in Paris, many publicly supporting Dreyfus and others 
vehemently in opposition.  I am guessing that this “image” is likely a 
medal which indicates that Rault was active in protesting the anti-
Semitism of the Dreyfus affair. 

Only one photo of Louis Armand Rault 
was found…..on the website of famous 
French cemeteries.  He definitely looks 
rather bohemian! 

The comment on the website is :  “He 
was a chaser in at Boucheron, and loved 
creating animal series. He rests under a 
mossy slab which is almost unreadable.”   
A sad end… 

https://www.landrucimetieres.fr/spip/spip.php?article4198 

One of the best sources of photos of Rault’s work (and his mark) 
is a website put together to ensure that people would not confuse 
Louis Rault’s signature (“LR”) with that of  Rene Lalique (“RL”).  That 
website is at:  https://rlalique.com/Sections/Fakes/louis-armand-
rault-medalist-jeweler-french-1847-1903.php 

It appears that many of Rault’s buttons have been reproduced in 
later years. (Although originally other companies probably bought his 
designs and produced the buttons for sale.  It would be interesting 
to find out if Boucheron produced any buttons.)   

The more recent copies have a type of “key shank” rather than a 
loop shank.  Interestingly, the newer versions scanned as being 
more yellow. 

On the next page, the larger Marianne button is older and the 
smaller is, I believe, a later reproduction.  The second pair includes a 
border button which is an older (and much better made) version. 
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A very lovely version 
of Ceres, goddess of 
the harvest. 
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And of course my favorite 
Louis Rault button is an  

Athena button!  (I have 
 a serious collection  
of Athena buttons.)  

This very lovely 
button is silvered 

brass set on 
shell. 

The final 
Rault button in 
my collection  
is an interesting 
one.  It is a  

depiction of  
“Paris” as an  

Athena-type (or  
Marianne) figure.  Her  

shield is the coat of arms  
of Paris and the wording on  

the banner over her lap is the  
motto of Paris:  “Fluctuat nec mergitur” or “Tossed but not sunk”  
(which relates to the ship on the coat of arms).   A more poetic version 
of the motto is, "She is tossed by the waves but does not sink."  It was 
suggested that this button was made to commemorate the 1900 Paris 
Exposition but I haven’t been able to substantiate that as yet. 
Overall, Louis Armand Rault produced some interesting and lovely 
designs which were used on buttons.  They are certainly great to 
collect!  The information that is available  
has left me with some questions. Are  
there animal designs on buttons?   
And, the design for the Athena  
button above was produced as  
a brooch in silver with  
embedded diamonds. Was a  
button version of this made?   
I want one!!!!!!!! 
   
https://rlalique.com/Sections/
Fakes/louis-armand-rault-medalist-
jeweler-french-1847-1903.php     
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Some time ago I purchased this ivory 
button, not having a clue about the 

subject. While researching Greek 
mythology I was lucky to stumble 

upon a Josiah Wedgewood 
button of the same image at 
the Josiah Wedgewood 
Museum website. 

The button depicts Marcus 
Curtius just as he leaps into 
the flames of Hades. When an 

earthquake in 362 BC created 
a large chasm in the Roman 

Forum, the Romans tried 
unsuccessfully to fill the deep pit.  An 

oracle informed them that the gods  
required the sacrifice of their most valuable possession before the pit 
would close.  The skeptical leaders were unable to determine what 
the most precious possession could be, and dismissed the warning. 

Marcus Curtius, a young Roman soldier, announced that the 
courage and might of Rome was its most precious possession. In full 
armor he mounted his horse, leapt into the chasm, and the pit closed.  

 
 

MARCUS CURTIUS on Buttons 

ABOVE:  Painting on ivory, under 
glass, set in brass. Large. 

BELOW:  Josiah Wedgewood 
jasperware cameo. White on  
blue jasper, mounted within 
Pinchbeck brass. 1795. 

Pinchbeck brass was  
developed by the London 
clockmaker Christopher 
Pinchbeck, and is a form of brass 
(an alloy of copper and  
Zinc) in proportions to resemble 
gold.  
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 If you own a button depicting a stag with a cross between his 
antlers, the button is probably called “St. Hubert’s Stag” in the button 
collector community. This majestic stag gets around!  
SECOND CENTURY:  SAINT EUSTACE  (ITALY) 

The Roman general Placidus, when hunting a stag near Rome, 
saw the vision of a crucifix between the stag’s antlers. He 
immediately converted, was baptized with his family, and changed 
his name to Eustace. Soon his wealth was stolen, his servants died 
of the plague, his wife was kidnapped, his sons were carried away by 
wild animals, and Eustace lamented but did not lose his faith. He 
was soon fully restored and his family was returned to him. 
SEVENTH CENTURY:  SAINT HUBERT  (FRANCE & BELGIUM) 

Hubertus loved to hunt with his hounds. One Good Friday, while 
others were attending religious observances, a great stag turned to 
him with a glowing cross suspended between his antlers. A voice told 
Hubert to change his ways and treat wild 
animals better, or he was going to fall into 
the fiery abyss of hell. Hubert did change 
is ways and became the patron saint of 
ethical hunting. 
12th CENTURY:  KING DAVID I  
(SCOTLAND) 

On Holy Rood Day  in 1128, the king 
ignored a priest’s requests and went 
hunting.  Separated from his hunting 
party, he was knocked from his horse by a 
majestic stag, and the king fought the 
animal, twisting its antlers into a cross 
and tearing them from the 
animal, which fled. That night in 
his dreams, a voice told the king  
to build an abbey where he 
grappled with the stag. The king 
obeyed and build Holyrood 
Abbey.  

THE DEER WITH THE CROSS  
BETWEEN HIS ANTLERS  

Stamped brass one-piece button  
with a silvered finish. These buttons  
are different sizes, but are NBS medium.  
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“TREASURES FROM THE BUTTON BOX”  
AT THE SHARPSTEEN MUSEUM 
When:  May 14—November 1, 2016 
Where:  Sharpsteen Museum       Open daily 11am to 4pm 
 1311 Washington Street, Calistoga CA 
Celebrating: 70th Anniversary of the Sonoma County Button Club! 
 

************************************************ 
WASHINGTON STATE BUTTON SOCIETY ANNUAL SHOW 
When:  September 16-17, 2016 
Where:  Holiday Inn Express 
 1441 E Washington Street,  Sequim WA 98382 
For more info visit: www.washingtonstatebuttonsociety.org 
 Contact: Gloria Skovronsky at gloriosky999@aol.com 
 

************************************************ 
OREGON STATE BUTTON SOCIETY FALL WORKSHOP 
When:  September 16-17, 2016  
For more info visit:   www.oregonbuttonsociety.org 
 

BUTTON EVENTS CALENDAR 

Judy Schwenk & Jim Nolan 
 

5518 Sugarloaf Street 
Anacortes, WA 98221 

(360)-293-2315 
anajamm@comcast.net 

 

We buy any size collections. 
Approvals sent on request. 

Contact us for your button needs. 


