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April, 2016 

Happy Spring! 
We’ve had a truly 
interesting winter in 
Colorado.  There is no 
surprise as weather in 
Colorado is always 
unpredictable.  It’s just 
that the 34” of snow  
covering the bright pansies in our courtyard was a total 
surprise!  Here’s the promise about Colorado weather in August.  It 
will be beautiful and provide an energizing background for a 
fabulous time at the NBS Convention.   

Speaking of convention, have you made your reservations 
yet?  How are your trays coming along?  While the convention 
schedule is packed with intriguing workshops, presentations and 
activities, I encourage you to take some time to visit one or two of the 
“100+ Great Things To Do In Denver”.  Check out WRBA and NBS 
websites for a complete listing of museums, historical sites, activities, 
sports, shopping, etc.  Consider scheduling the Denver Art Museum’s 
newly installed “Artistry and Craftsmanship of Ruskin Pottery, 
Enamels, and Buttons”!  It’s great.  

WRBA volunteers have been extremely busy the past several 
months.  Thanks to Joy Journeay and Yessy Bly we have extended an 
invitation to all the button enthusiasts in our region by sending each 
a Special Edition of the Territorial News.  As of this date WRBA has 
13 new members and we expect more!  The feedback has been 
great. In an effort to encourage collaboration, WRBA has also become 
a member of each of our region states. Encourage your friends and 
your state society to sign up and become a part of our great 
organization. 

Mika Jarmusz and Joy Journeay have spent untold hours 
revamping our website.  A new and improved www.wrba.us is now 
fully functional and features a Button Album, a complete listing of 
WRBA states’ and NBS events, links to other button sites, a members
-only link to WRBA documents, an opportunity on almost every page 
to interact and learn about buttons, and more!  If you haven’t visited 
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5518 Sugarloaf Street 
Anacortes, WA 98221 

(360)-293-2315 
anajamm@comcast.net 

 

We buy any size collections. 

the site in a while, do so today.  We think you will be pleased.  WRBA 
extends a very special THANK YOU to the Oregon State Button 
Society for their generous gift which provided seed money for these 
improvements. 

We continue to look for 
ways to reach out and serve 
the western region states 
and beyond.  We hope you 
join us in that journey.  It only 
takes each one of us to say, 
“Won’t you join 
WRBA?”  Today more than 
ever there are wonderful 
benefits of WRBA 
membership and being a 
part of your button 
community. 

Convention time is 
near!  We will see you in 
Denver! 

Thanks Mom,  Hay 
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NBS 2016 IS COMING! PLEASE HELP OUT! 

REGISTRATION SUPPORT 
Throughout the week, you have the opportunity to help at the 

registration tables to distribute materials and register attendees.  
Contact Jane Hill or Jennifer Hulac to sign up for a time to serve: 
jane.e.hill@gmail.com  and/or  hulaccourtreport@qwestoffice.net. 

 
GREET ATTENDEES  AND INTRODUCE WRBA 

Throughout the week, you also have the opportunity to help at 
the WRBA tables by Registration. We will be set up with sample 
newsletters, membership forms, and YOUR smiles!  You can rest 
from the showroom and help at the same time by sitting at the 
WRBA table. Contact joyjourneay@gmail.com if you can help here.  

 
AUCTION 

Bruce Beck bjbeckstoys@aol.com and Gil Biggie 
dbgb@charter.net are ready to receive donations to the 2016 
national auction. 

If you are planning to attend, you can scan the button or related 
donation, and send the scan to DBGB@charter.net.  

There is no need to mail your actual donation, but you are 
welcome to send it ahead of time to either Gil or Bruce.  

Gil Biggie at 9075 Wigwam Way, Reno NV 89506.  
     Call if you have any questions, 775 971-9538 
Bruce Beck at N50 W 7030 Western Rd., Cedarburg, WI 53012,  
     or simply at any of the spring shows that Bruce attends. 
Studio makers, please give contact or website information which 

will be posted along with your donation. This allows the non-winning 
bidders who are interested in your work to contact you.  
 
GIGANTIC POKEBOX! 

In addition to the annual NBS auction, the Fundraising Team is 
happy to announce that they will be creating a HUGE poke box, and 
welcome your donations. The poke will be open Wednesday – 
Saturday.  

 Start sorting through your buttons and gather your donations for 
the poke box. You can bring your poke donations to NBS, or mail 
your POKE donations to Harriett Brittenham: 

6174 Saddle Creek Trail, Parker CO 80134-5307. 
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PICTORIAL NATIVE AMERICAN BUTTONS  
by Harriett Brittenham 

These Native American metal buttons show the possibilities of picture 
buttons of this genre.  Typically, we think of "conventional" designs when 
we think of Native American Indian metal.  These show some of the other 
pictorial possibilities.  Some are coin or coin-like and others  
are non-coin designs, 
showing the specific 
marks of engraving, 
stamping and hand 
carving.    

Native American pictorial buttons 
depicting, clockwise from bottom left,  

1. a central butterfly with a stamped 
scallop border,  

2. dancing open-mouthed figure,  
3. figure walking with a cane,  
4. a mammal,  
5. two crossed arrows, and  
6. A stylized kachina head with inlaid 

semi-precious stones and pearl. 
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ABOVE:  Silver dime  
showing the original  
liberty coin face. The  
John F. Kennedy half- 
dollar has been set into a  
silver base embellished with a  
border of tear drop shaped  
turquoise stones.   
 
BELOW:  Silver half-dollar coins used to make buttons,  
still showing the coin faces. Left is the eagle which was on the coin back, 
and right shows liberty who was on the coin front. 
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Greek Mythology #1: THE BEGINNING, THE 
IMMORTALS, & OLYMPIANS      by Joy Journeay 

The ancient myths still enchant us, even more as 
they combine with our button hobby. The rich stories of 
mythology have inspired many button pictorials. This is 
the first article in a series about these button 
pictorials, and shall be wordy as it provides a 
framework for the gods and goddesses.  

The word MYTHOLOGY comes from the Greek words 
“mythos” (story of the people) and “logos” (word or 
speech) and means the spoken story of a people. 
Because it is a spoken collection of tales and fables, 
there is variation in the whole as it deals with origins, 
good and evil, life and death, mortals and the gods.  

The Greek myths were historically compiled from a 
group of sources, and a list is included at the end of 
this article for the reader, in case further study is 
desired. These were not originally written in English, so 
they were translated to make their way to us.  

Inserted in this issue is a “Greek myth family tree” 
which tries to capture the relationship between the 
depictions on our buttons.  It is hoped it will be a 
handy guide as we review each of the gods, individual 
myths, and our buttons during this series. 

 

THE IMMORTALS 
The Ancient Greek immortals were divided into 

eight groups. These groups were not mutually 
exclusive, as gods could fall into more than one group.   

For instance, Tyche, Lady Fortune,  qualified in #2, 
#3, and #4 as a popularly worshipped goddess. 
1. PROTOGENOI:  the primeval beings formed at the 

beginning of the universe:  Earth, Sea, Sky, Night, Day. They 
were divine, but elemental, forms.  Gaia was literally Earth, 
Pontos the Sea, Ouranos the Dome of Heaven. They could 
assume anthropomorphic shapes, but the shapes were related 
to their true nature, i.e., Gaia might become a mountain or a 
forest; Pontos might assume the form of a reef or current for a 
specific purpose.  

OLYMPIANS 
 Zeus 
 Hera 
 Hermes 
 Ares 
 Aphrodite 
 Apollo 
 Artemis 
 Athena 
 Demeter 
 Dionysus 
 Hephaestus 
 Hestia 
 Poseidon 
PRIMORDIAL  
DEITIES 
 Aether 
 Chaos 
 Cronus 
 Erebus 
 Eros  
 Uranus 
 Gaia 
 Tartarus 
 Hemera 
 Nyx 
LESSER GODS 
 Hebe 
 Hecate 
 Helios 
 Selene 
 Eos 
 Herakles 
 Iris 
 Nike 
 Pan 
 Pandia 
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2. NATURE SPIRITS & NYMPHS: Nurtured life in the four elements. 
Naiades served the fresh water, Dryads served the forest, Satyrs   

 served the beasts, and Tritons served the sea.  
3. MIND AND BODY SPIRITS:  Hypnos – sleep,  
 Eros – love, Euphrosyne – joy,  
 Eris – hate, Phobos – fear,  
 Thanatos – death,  
 Geras – old age. 
4. GODS WHO CONTROL NATURE  
 AND THE ARTS OF MANKIND:   
 Sky Gods – Helios, Anemoi 
 Sea Gods – Nereides, Triton, Glaukos 
 Underworld Gods – Persephone, Hecate 
 Agricultural Earth Gods – Ploutos 
 Pastoral Earth Gods – Pan, Aristaios 
 Deified Mortals – Heracles, Asklepios 
5. OLYMPIAN GODS:  Governed the 

universe, lesser gods and spirits, and 
included Zeus, Hera, Poseidon, Demeter, Artemis, Apollo, Ares, 
Athene, Aphrodite, Hephaestos, Hermes, Dionysus and Hestia. 
This list varies depending upon the source.  

6. THE CONSTELLATIONS: Circled the night sky. Each constellation, 
including the 12 zodiac, were possessed of one or more spirits. 

7. FABULOUS MONSTERS, BEASTS, & GIANTS:  Thesewere semi-
divine creatures, related to the gods, and include the dragons, 
centaurs, Cereberus, sphinx, sirens,  

 giants, etc. 
8. SEMI-DIVINE HEROS:   
 Worshipped after death as  
 minor divinities and included  
 Achilles, Theseus, Perseus,  
 Alcmene, Helene, & Baubo.  
   

CREATION 
Greek mythology had three  

versions of the creation story:   
The Olympian, The Pelasgian, and  
the Homeric & Orphic tales. 

OLYMPIAN:  Mother Earth emerged  
from Chaos and bore her son 
Uranus while she slept. From 

Cherub playing cymbals. 
Stamped brass. Silvered 
finish, with a black enamel 
border. Large. Division I. 

Eros with his bow and a quiver of arrows. 
Molded & dyed horn. Large. Division I. 
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the mountains he showered rain on his mother and she bore 
flowers, grasses, trees, beasts, birds, rivers, lakes and seas. The 
Briareus, Gyges and Cottus were created, then the three Cyclopes. 

PELASGIAN:  Eurynome, the Goddess of All Things, arose from 
Chaos, divided the seas from the sky and danced upon the waves. 
She danced to the south, creating a breeze behind her and turning 
about she captured the north wind Aeolus. Squeezing Aeolus 
between her hands she created a great serpent Ophion, coupled 
with the serpent and laid a Universal Egg. Ophion coiled around the 
egg seven times until it hatched, and gave forth the sun, moon, 
planets, stars, and the earth with its mountains, rivers, trees, herbs 
and living creatures. She next created seven planetary powers and 
set a Titan and Titaness over each. The first man was Pelasgus who 
sprang from the soil of Arcadia, followed by others.  

HOMERIC & ORPHIC:  Black-winged Night was courted by the 
Wind and laid a silver egg, from which Eros hatched to set the 
Universe in motion. Eros was double sexed and golden-winged, living 
in the cave with Night, who displayed herself as Night, Order and 
Justice. Rhea sat before the cave playing the drum to attract man’s 
attention to the goddess. Eros created the earth, sky and moon. 

 

THE OLYMPIANS 
The Cyclopes rebelled against their father Uranus and he threw 

them into Tartarus, a dark place in the Underworld.  Mother Earth 
(Gaia) persuaded her children the Titans to rebel against Uranus. 
The Titan Cronus led them and successfully overcame Uranus, who 
predicted as he died that one of Cronus’ sons would in turn 
dethrone him. Cronus married his sister Rhea and, to defeat the 
prediction of his father, every year Cronus swallowed the children 
Rhea bore him.  

ZEUS was the supreme ruler of the gods and lord of the sky. His 
weapon was the thunderbolt. He was married to Hera and famous 
for his promiscuity. He punished those who were deceitful.  

POSEIDON, brother to Zeus, was lord of the sea and married to 
Amphitrite, who was granddaughter of the Titan Oceanus. His 
weapon was the trident, and he was second to Zeus in power. 
Poseidon was characterized by greed and a quarrelsome nature, 
disputing regularly with the other gods.  

HESTIA was the virgin goddess of the hearth. She does not have a 
strong personality and appears very little in mythology. 



HERA, sister to Zeus, was raised by the Titans Ocean and Tethys, 
and was the protector of marriage. Zeus unsuccessfully courted her, 
then in disguise he raped her. Hera married him to hide her shame. 
She was jealous of Zeus’s infidelities and frequently vengeful. 

ARES, son of Zeus and Hera, was disliked by both his parents. He 
was the violent god of war, yet considered a coward.  

ATHENA, daughter of Zeus, sprang full grown in armor from his 
forehead, thus had no mother. Athena was fierce and brave in battle 
to defend the home. She was virgin goddess of the city, handicrafts, 
and agriculture.  She invented the bridle to permit man to tame 
horses. She was Zeus’s favorite child and used his weapons.  

APOLLO, son of Zeus and Leto, was twin to Artemis. Apollo was 
god of music and played the lyre. He was also the god of healing, 
light, and truth. He could not tell a lie. Daily Apollo drove his four-
horse chariot across the sky with the sun. 

APHRODITE, was goddess of love, desire and beauty. She had a 
magic girdle that compelled anyone she wished to desire her. There 
were two versions of her birth. Zeus and Dione are her parents. The 
second version says that when Cronus killed his father Uranus by 
castration and tossed his genitals into the sea, Aphrodite rose from 
the sea foam on a giant scallop. Hephaestus was her husband.  

DEMETER, was the goddess of the earth, agriculture, harvest, and 
the four seasons. She gave man the Mysteries, which inspire higher 
hopes for this and the afterlife.   

DIONYSUS, was the only Olympian god to have a mortal parent. 
He was the god of fertility, wine and the arts. His nature reflected the 
duality of wine:  joy and divine ecstasy, or brutal and blinding rage  

HERMES, son of Zeus and Maia, was messenger for Zeus. He was 
the fastest god and wears winged sandals, a winged hat, and carried 
a magic wand. He was the god of commerce and thieves, and guided 
the dead to the underworld. 

ARTEMIS, daughter of Zeus and Leto, is twin to her brother Apollo. 
Artemis was the virgin goddess of chastity.  She was protector of the 
young and all wild things. Like Apollo she liked to hunt and was 
associated with the moon. She was also associated with Hecate. 

HEPHAESTUS was the son of Zeus and Hera, or was born of Hera 
alone, as there are two versions of his parentage. He was ugly and 
lame. He is the god of fire, the forge, metal smiths and weavers. He 
is a kind and peace loving god. His wife is Aphrodite. 
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HADES, brother to Zeus, was god of wealth and the Underworld. 
He ruled over the dead. He was greedy and wanted to increase the 
numbers of the dead. He has a helmet that makes him invisible and 
rarely leaves the underworld. He is unpitying and terrible. He is 
married to Persephone. 

 

Ancient Myth Sources (oldest to most recent): 
 Homer, The Odyssey - Greek Epic C9th-8th BC 
 Hesiod, Theogony - Greek Epic C8th-7th BC 
 The Homeric Hymns - Greek Epic C8th-4th B.C. 
 The Orphic Hymns - Greek Hymns BC 
 Greek Lyric III Ibycus, Fragments - Greek Lyric C6th BC 
 Greek Lyric III Simonides, Fragments - Greek Lyric C6th-5th BC 
 Aeschylus, Suppliant Women - Greek Tragedy C5th BC 
 Pindar, Odes - Greek Lyric C5th BC 
 Plato, Republic - Greek Philosophy C4th B.C. 
 Quintus Smyrnaeus, Fall of Troy - Greek Epic C4th AD 
 Apollonius Rhodius, The Argonautica - Greek Epic C3rd BC 
 Apollonius Rhodius, Argonautica – Greek poem C3rd BC 
 Apollodorus, The Library - Greek Mythography C2nd BC  (Bibliotheca) 
 Epic Cycle – Greek C2nd BC 
 Diodorus Siculus, The Library of History - Greek History C1st BC 
 Virgil, Aeneid - Latin Epic C1st BC 
 Virgil, Georgics - Latin Idyllic C1st BC 
 Cicero, De Natura Deorum - Latin Philosophy C1st BC 
 Work and Days – Greek 700 BC 
 Ovid, Metamorphoses - Latin Epic C1st BC - C1st AD 
 Seneca, Phaedra - Latin Tragedy C1st AD 
 Statius, Thebaid - Latin Epic C1st AD 
 Statius, Silvae - Latin Epic C1st AD 
 Philostratus, Life of Apollonius of Tyana - Greek Biography C2nd AD 
 Apuleius, The Golden Ass - Latin Epic C2nd A.D. 
 Hyginus, Fabulae - Latin Mythography C2nd AD 
 Hyginus, Astronomica - Latin Mythography C2nd AD 
 Corpus Hermeticum – Greek, Egyptian C2nd-3rd AD 
 Pausanias, Guide to Greece - Greek Geography C2nd AD 
 Antoninus Liberalis, Metamorphoses - Greek Mythography C2nd AD 
 Pausanias, Description of Greece - Greek Travelogue C2nd A.D. 
 Philostratus the Younger, Imagines - Greek Rhetoric C3rd A.D. 
 Aelian, On Animals - Greek Natural History C2nd - C3rd AD 



Page 11 WRBA Territorial News,   May 2016 

Europa was the daughter of the King of Tyre and sister to the founder of the  
Greek city of Thebes.  One day while she  

played in the fields, Zeus noticed her  
beauty and transformed himself  

into a great white bull with gold 
 horns.  The young maid was  
attracted to the fine animal in  
the herd of other cattle, and 
playfully mounted him. Zeus 
carried her to Crete where he 
revealed his true self.  
They produced three sons:  
Minos, the king of Crete, 
Sarpidon and Radamanthus.  

 

Greek Mythology #2:  EUROPA    by Joy Journeay 

 Athenaeus, Deipnosophistae - Greek Cullinary Guide C3rd AD 
 Delphic maxims, 147 aphorisms – Greek C5th AD 
 Nonnos, Dionysiaca - Greek Epic C5th AD 
 Suidas - Byzantine Lexicon C10th AD 

 
Bibliography for this Series 
Evans, Hestia, The Mythology Handbook. Candlewick Press: 

Somerville MA. 2009 
Graves, Robert, Greek Myths. Cassell Ltd: London. 1958 
Hughes & Lester, Big Book of Buttons. McCarthy: Augusta ME. 1981 
Napoli, Donna Jo, Treasury of Greek Mythology. Natl. Geographic: 

Washington DC.  2011 
Wilbur, Helen, Z is for Zeus. Sleeping Bear Press: Ann Arbor MI. 2008 
Encyclopedia Britannica 
Theoi.com  1500 pages with the translated text from ancient sources 
Wikipedia.com 
GreekMythology.com  

Europa and Zeus  
disguised as the bull.  

Pressed wood in brass. Large. 
Division I. Collection of Yessy Byl. 

WRBA Territorial News,   May 2016 Page 12 

Buttons illustrating this article are 
from Byson Buttons. The Editor 
sincerely appreciates their 
generosity in sharing images for 
our education and enjoyment. All 
buttons shown at 125%. Unless 
otherwise noted, they are stamped 
brass. 
 

St. George astride his rearing 
steed slays the evil dragon with 
his lance. There is probably no 
collection without a button 
depicting this legendary act.  
As is often the case with great 
men and great deeds, fact and 
fiction are tightly entwined. 
Some facts are unknown, or in 
conflict, but a healthy dose of 
legend enhances the factual 
foundation. We do know that 
dragons don’t “really” exist, so 
the slaying is more symbolic 
than factual.  

 

ST. GEORGE  
St. George is the patron saint of 

England*, yet he is surprisingly not 
English. He was born between 270-
285 AD in Turkey (Cappadocia), or in 
Syria (Lydda), to a Greek Christian 
family with a Roman officer father 
and a Palestinian mother. When he 
was fourteen his father died and 
George and his mother went to 
Palestine where he later became a 
Roman soldier.  

George served well and became  
an officer. Then, he refused orders to persecute followers of the Christian 
religion, resigned, and was cruelly tortured, drug through the streets and 

ST. GEORGE & THE DRAGON    by Joy Journeay 

Beautifully detailed stamped copper. Large.  
BELOW: The same image in stamped brass, 

and without the border.  Large. 

____________________________ 
* St. Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland, St. Andrew of Scotland, and St. 

David of Wales.  In the US, I don’t know if we have a patron saint—we may 
only have our past presidents. 
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beheaded in 303 AD. His head was later taken to Rome and is interred in a 
church dedicated to him, San Giorgio in Velabro.  

In 494 AD George was canonized by Pope Gelasius, 
who said that George was among those saints 
"whose names are justly reverenced among 
men, but whose actions are known only to 
God.” In at least fifteen countries he or his 
symbols appear in coats of arms. 

Legend says that St. George 
appeared to lead Crusaders in the 11th 
Century. In the 1300s, Edward III, 
influenced by tales of the returning 
crusaders, formed the Order of the 
Garter, England’s knights, and made St. 

Wall paper background texture. 
Nicely sinuous rendition. 

Variations in the depictions of the dragon slaying at a minimum include: 
(1) The direction of movement: the horse and rider are moving from left 
to right or right to left.  (2) The front legs of the horse can be raised 
together, at different elevations, or one front leg can be on the ground. 
(3) The horse is not always covered with a crupper (the blanket-like gear 
over the back haunches). (4) St. George appears with and without a 
cape. (5) With and without a plume on his helmet, and multiple versions 
of his helmet. (6) St. George appears with and without his armor, and the 
peplum of the armor. In fact, some depictions almost look as though he 
is unclothed! (7) St. George is brandishing a sword or lance. (8) The 
dragon is also varied.  

Original red tint. Small. 

Dark painted background and a 
twinkle border. 

CENTER: 
Brass cups 
with pewter 
escutcheons. 
Dark original 
tint on the 
reticulated 
background. 
Medium & 
small.  
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George its patron. While tales of St. 
George were known in England since he 
8th Century, the dragon slaying tale 
appears first in the 12th Century.  

Shakespeare is said to have been 
born on St. George’s Day, April 23, 1564, 
and to have also died on that date in 
1616. Shakespeare immortalized St. 
George in the lays  
Richard III and King Lear. Henry V’s 
speech ended, “Follow your spirit, and 
upon this charge cry ‘God for Harry, 
England, and Saint George!” 

 

THE DRAGON SLAYING 
 In his travels, St. George is said to 

have heard of a terrible fire-breathing 
dragon ravaging the countryside and 
terrorizing a town. To appease the dragon, 
the townsfolk first sacrifice two sheep a 
day to the dragon. When they run out of 
sheep, they begin offering their children, 
selected by the drawing of lots. One day, the 
king’s daughter is drawn in the lot. Another 
version says the children are sacrificed until only 
the king’s daughter remains.  

The king offers to give his 
daughter in marriage to 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Silver 
medium button.  Next two large 

buttons of matching images—the top 
has a nice rope border. Then three 

medium buttons. Note that in the last 
two, Saint George sits upright on his 
steed and doesn’t look at the dragon. 

Center button is silvered brass. 

These buttons 
contain the 
notation 
translated 
“Saint George, 
Patron of 
Knights” 



Three buttons 
with the same 

depiction 
featuring dark 

original tints and 
smooth borders. 
Two large and a 

medium. 
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anyone who can slay the dragon 
before she is to be sacrificed the next 
day. St. George, hearing of the plight, 
is determined to save the princess. He 
enters the dragon’s valley on his gallant 
white horse, awakening the dragon who 
rushes from its cave with a thunderous roar. 
Although the dragon’s head was huge and is tail 
fifty feet long, St. George was not afraid. (The dragon’s size is reduced to fit 
conveniently on our buttons—whew!)  

St. George thrusts his lance at the poisonous beast, but its scales are so 
hard the lance shatters and St. George falls from his horse. He rolls under an 
enchanted orange tree for protection. St. George recovers and wields his 
sword again. The vile beast douses him in poison which splits his armor, and 
he must seek shelter once again. St. George makes a third attack and fatally 
pierces the dragon in the soft flesh under its wing. 

It is said that to this day no grass grows where the dragon’s blood 
trickled down. Did you know that St. George’s sword was called Ascalon, and 
during World War II Winston Churchill named his personal aircraft Ascalon.   

 
 
 

 
Two medium buttons with 

“1902,” which could refer to 
two events:  Prince George 
was born to King George V 

and Queen Mary in 
December 1902, and the 
English treasury issued a 
gold sovereign of Saint 

George slaying the dragon. 
(Prince George died in an 

aviation accident in WWII.)  
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These reptiles have been living on earth 
so long they are called “living fossils.” 
They are cold blooded carnivores, eating 
small animals like fish and birds, all the 
way up to larger animals like deer. The 
alligators and crocodiles have the 
strongest bite of any animal in the world, 
however, the muscles that OPEN their 
mouths are weak, and adult humans can 
hold their mouths shut with their bare 
hands—but, please don’t try this! 
Alligators weigh up to 1,100 pounds and 
there are two different species of 
alligators.  The Chinese alligators live in 

the Yangtze River in China and are endangered, so 
only a few remain in the wild. American alligators 
live in the SE United States.  As reptiles, alligators 
lay eggs. Did you know that the alligator eggs 
become male or female depending on the 
temperature?  That’s a fact!  The eggs become 
male in warmer temperatures and female in cooler 
temperatures. 
Crocodiles are also carnivores, but can survive a 
long time without feeding. While most crocodiles 
live in fresh water, some live in salt water and 
these are the largest crocodiles. Crocodiles can 
weigh over 2,600 pounds.  
Alligator & Crocodile Differences   
Crocodiles are found all over the world, have a 
longer, v-shaped head and their fourth tooth is 

long and sticks out when they close their mouth. Crocodiles are lighter in 
color, can live in salt water and more aggressive than alligators. 

Alligators have shorter, wider heads that are u-shaped, and favor 
freshwater.  They are darker and more docile than crocodiles.  

 

 

Animal Buttons:  ALLIGATORS & CROCODILES 

From top:  Large papier mache from Russia with paint, lacquer and gold leaf 
DF.  Medium hand carved wood.  Brass medium usage button with wobble 
shank.  Large realistic carved bone sew through. Large sew  
Through of “termite wood.” (Wood is eaten by insects,  
then resin is  forced into the created pours to harden.) 



Page 17 WRBA Territorial News,   May 2016 

Animals on Buttons:  ANT 

Queen ants can live up to 30 years and are the longest living of any 
insect species. Workers usually live from one to three years though. There 
are over 22,000 species of ants. Ants are thought to be about 25% of the 
total biomass weight of land-based animals.  That’s the same as all the 
humans on earth, or about one million ants per human! 

Some ants are up to two inches long. Ants are found worldwide except 
in Antarctica and a few very remote islands. At any time there are over one 
quadrillion ants alive:  that’s a number with fifteen zeros after it!  

Ants can carry items 20 times their own weight and travel up to 700 
feet from their nest to find food, finding their way back by following the 
scent of other ants who traveled before.  

Ants are social animals, which means they live in colonies and divide 
up the work. They also solve problems together. Queen ants are the lead of 
the ant colony and grow wings, which they use to fly and start a new colony. 
They lay thousands of eggs. Drone ants are males who also grow wings and 
mate with the queen. Both lose their wings when mating is finished and 
they have a new home. The rest of the ants are female workers who build 
the nest, defend the colony, find food, care for the queen and her offspring. 

Ants can bite or sting, and the most painful insect sting is from a bullet 
ant, although it will not kill you. However, the sting of the Australian jack 
jumper ant will kill humans.  

Clockwise:   
Sterling silver realistic ant with three coral 
stones.    
Hand painted silver oval with a red ant.   
Stamped white metal depicting an ant carrying 
a letter and bouquet of flowers.  
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Bats are flying mammals. While other mammals can glide, like 
the “flying squirrels,” bats are the only mammals capable of 
continued flight. Bats are nocturnal, which means they are active at 
night. 

Bats ‘see’ in the dark using a special skill called echolocation. 
Bats make noises and wait for the sound waves to bounce back off 
objects (an echo), if it doesn’t bounce back then they can safely fly 
forward. They can tell the distance of various objects by how quickly 
the sound waves bounce back to them. 

Most bats feed on insects, while others eat fruit, fish or even 
blood! There are three species of vampire bats which feed solely on 
blood. They have small and extremely sharp teeth which are capable 
of piercing an animal’s skin (humans included) without them even 
noticing. Vampire bats can carry rabies, making their bites 
potentially dangerous. 

Bats can live for over 20 years. Some bats live by themselves 
while others live in caves with thousands of other bats. As 
mammals, bat females have two mammary glands and suckle their 
young 

There are over 1,000 different bat species. Pteropus bats (also 
known as flying foxes or fruit bats) are the largest in the world. They 
have a wing span of nearly five feet, and have been known to weigh 
up to three and a half pounds.  

In Eastern cultures, the bat symbolizes wealth, longevity, peace, 
good health and good death.  

 
 

 

Animals on Buttons:  BATS 

Bat painted on 
vegetable ivory and 
set into bidri. This 
large button was 

made in India. 
Large. 
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Clockwise from top right: 
Large coconut shell studio by Don 
Ortwein of Hawaii.  Large boxwood 
with black glass eyes.  Medium  
polyester with moveable eyes,  
paint  and verbal “BOO BOO.”    
Medium back glass with silver  
luster plus gold and red washes.   
Silver with black enamel.  Large bone 
oval with ink scrimshaw.  Medium  
white metal.  Medium jade carved  
in China. Medium boxwood  
   with black glass eyes and  
     depicting a bat and her  
        baby.  Small stamped and 
         engraved silver 
        openwork. 

God of: Sky, Lightening, Thunder, Law, 
Order, Justice 

Home: MOUNT OLYMPUS 
Symbols: Thunderbolt, Eagle, Bull, Oak 
Parents: Cronus and Rhea 
Consorts: Hera and many others 
Siblings: Hestia, Hades, Hera, Poseidon, 

Demeter 
Children: Aeacus, Ares, Athena, Apollo, 

Artemis, Aphrodite, Dardanus, 
Dionysus, Hebe, Hermes, Heracles, 
Helen of Troy, Hephaestus, 
Perseus, Minos, the Muses, the 
Graces 

Roman Counterpart:  Jupiter 
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Zeus was king of the gods, ruler of the 
earth, skies & universe. He controlled all 
natural phenomena and was father of gods and 
men. Cronus, his father, represented time as 
eternity. Zeus represented regulated, orderly 
time, marked by the seasons and day and night.  

Zeus ruled the gods from Mount Olympus, 
insuring that the gods performed their duties and punishing any truants. He 
took an active role in protecting mortals, rewarding good and punishing evil 
severely and swiftly. Zeus said that from all his children he provided 
everything that mankind needed to live a moral and satisfying life.   

Cronus, his father, had been told he would be defeated by his son, so he 
swallowed his children as they were born. When Rhea gave birth to Zeus, 
she gave a cloth-covered rock to Cronus to swallow, and left Zeus to be 
raised by others.  

Accounts vary on who exactly raised Zeus on Crete, but it is generally 
accepted that he was tended by nymphs and fed goats milk. When he 
became a man, he forced his father to disgorge his siblings, then released 
his uncles and loosed the Cyclopes, Gigantes and Hecatonchires from the 
shadowy underworld region of Tartarus. As a token of their thanks, the 
Cyclopes gave Zeus thunder and lightning. Zeus and his brothers, along 
with the released captives, overthrew Cronus and the Titans.  

Zeus drew lots to share the world with his own two brothers. He got the 
sky and air, Poseidon the waters, and Hades the underworld.  As king of the 
gods, Zeus’ exploits were many. He was an influence in many of the stories 
depicted on our mythological buttons, and is perhaps most remembered for 

Greek Mythology #3:  ZEUS        by Joy Journeay 

Zeus (Jupiter). Found in  
1680 at Smyrna.  
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his sexual exploits. What Zeus saw and liked, he took, 
through seduction, abduction or forcible rape, and it did not 
matter if the object of his attention was mortal or god, male or female. 

Zeus transformed himself into a bull and carried off Europa to rape her. 

Zeus spied the beautiful shepherd Ganymede and sent an eagle to 
abduct the boy to Mount Olympus to be his cupbearer and lover. 

He took the shape of a swan to seduce Leda. 

To seduce Semele, Zeus promised her to reveal all his splendor. He took 
her, but his thunder & lightning killed her, and he knew it would happen.  

He pursued the Titaness Metis who tried to evade him by changing into 
a hawk, fish and serpent. When she bore children, he swallowed her and 
her children to protect himself from being usurped by them. 

Some of his other activities follow. If depicted on buttons, the activity will 
be explored when the button is introduced later in this series. As king, Zeus 
was not to be crossed without consequences.   

Zeus condemned Prometheus to have his liver eaten out each day by an 
eagle because he had shared the Olympic flame with man.  

He threw Hephaestus at birth off Mount Olympus because he was ugly.  

Zeus hung Hera upside down when she led a revolt against him.  

He turned a king and queen into mountains for their vanity.  
Zeus is also mentioned in the Bible. When Paul and Barnabas travel to 

Lystra and heal a lame man, the people think they are like Zeus and 
Hermes. The boat in which Paul is later imprisoned had the figurehead of the 
sons of Zeus, Castor and Pollux.  

Later, King Antiochus IV directed that the temple at Jerusalem be 
profaned and rededicated to Zeus. 

Zeus & daughter, 
Athena, who was  
not born of a mother  
but sprang from her father’s head. Three wood  
background buttons with stamped brass  
escutcheons. Dark original tint. Division I. 
LOWER RIGHT:   Convex wood with a brass escutcheon 
with both gilt and silvered DF. Small. CBWeiser. 
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Goddess of: Marriage, women, birth and family 
Home: MOUNT OLYMPUS 
Symbols: Pomegranate, diadem, lily, lotus cuckoo, 

panther, scepter, throne, lion, cow, 
peacock 

Parents: Cronus and Rhea 
Consort: Zeus  
Siblings: Hestia, Hades, Zeus, Poseidon, Demeter 
Children: Ares, Hebe, Enyo, Eris, Eileithyia and 

Hephaestus 
Roman Counterpart:  Juno 

 

Hera and Zeus play a very major role in many of 
the myths. In this article we will introduce Hera. For 
the myths concerning her interactions with 
Dionysius, Apollo, Aphrodite, and Heracles, see 
those articles. For instance, during each of Heracles 
Twelve Labors, Hera tried to make him fail. Watch 
for those articles in this series as they come to you.  

Hera was a sister to Zeus and was probably best known for her jealous 
and vengeful nature, aimed against Zeus’s lovers and their children. She 
was raised by the Titans Oceanus and Tethys.  Hera was a beautiful and 
smart goddess, and Zeus attempted unsuccessfully many times to court her. 
Zeus turned to his defining behavior and resorted to trickery and force. He 
took the form of a wounded cuckoo bird. When Hera picked it up and held it 
close, he resumed his form and raped her. Hera married him to hide her 
shame.  

REBELLION:  At one time, Hera asked the other gods to join her in a 
revolt against Zeus. She drugged him and in his weakened state the gods 
bound him, before becoming distracted by an argument about who would 
now be the leader with Zeus out of the picture.   

In times past Zeus had fried the Hectoncheires, giant creatures with 100 
hands and fifty heads. In gratitude for his freedom one of them, Briareus, 
sneaked in and quickly untied all the knots that held Zeus while the gods 
argued about assuming leadership. Zeus used his thunderbolt to subdue the 
revolt and hung Hera from the sky in chains. She wept so loudly it kept him 
and the other gods awake but no one would dare release her. Eventually, 
Zeus could take her wailing no more and freed her once she swore to never 
again rebel against him.    

ECHO:  Zeus recruited the lovely nymph Echo to talk incessantly to Hera 
as a means of distracting her while Zeus was unfaithful. Eventually Hera 
discovered the deception and punished Echo, making her only capable of 
repeating words spoken by others. 

IO:  When Zeus was nearly caught by Hera while seducing beautiful Io, 
he turned her Io into a lovely white heifer. Suspicious, Hera asked for the 

Greek Mythology #4:  HERA       by Joy Journeay 

The Campana Hera. 
Louvre. Roman copy of a 

Hellenistic original.  
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heifer as a gift and, once granted, gave the heifer to Argus 
with 100 eyes to watch over her, keeping Zeus from Io. 
With so many eyes, Argus could sleep with some of his 
eyes while keeping watch with the rest. Zeus sent Hermes 
to kill Argus, which he did by lulling him to sleep. In 
appreciation for Argus service, Hera places his eyes in the 
plumage of the peacock’s tail. She then sent the gadfly to 
sting the heifer Io as she wandered  
the earth. Ovid writes that Io 
wandered her way to Egypt where 
she became Isis. 

Astraea was a virgin goddess, and daughter of Zeus and the Titan 
Themis. She was the star goddess, with wings, a flaming torch, and  

bright aureole, often carrying Zeus’ thunderbolt. She is  
depicted bare breasted and with a diadem, earrings,  
a double-strand necklace and double coil bracelets 
on each wrist. During the Golden Age, Astraea lived 
among men, blessing mankind, and stayed the 
longest with humans. When she withdrew, Zeus 
placed her among the stars as the constellation 
Virgo. She will return to Earth one day bringing a 

utopian Golden Age. 

Greek Mythology #5:  ASTRAE     by Joy Journeay 

LEFT: Stamped brass design over wood, brass screen & dark paint. Bottom with 
original tint. Large.  ABOVE: Larger button of stamped brass held onto an engraved 
brass disc by five cut steels and tole on the engraved brass disc of both the large 
and small buttons.  Next is the same construction without the tole. LOWER RIGHT: 
Small stamped brass with a black painted, reticulated background.  Wood 
background button from the collection of Claudia Chalmers. Small buttons & 
original tint from CB Weiser. The other three buttons are from Byson Buttons.  

Small stamped brass 
Zeus & Hera. Bottom 
with a twinkle border. 

CBWeiser. 
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PRESENT   President Harriet Brittenham, VP Ronnie Wexler, 
Secretary Gil Biggie, Treasurer Marion Nebiker, Web Chair 
Mika Jarmusz, Editor & Show Chair Joy Journeay, 
Membership Chair Yessy Byl, Judging Chair Barbara 
Barrans, Awards Chair Tom Barrans 

 

AGENDA    Minutes Approval of last meeting minutes 
      National Convention Report & Details  
 

CALLED TO ORDER  at 7:03 pm by President Harriet Brittenham 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  12-09-2015, as submitted by interim 
secretary Idell Mulhern. Motion by Wexler. 2nd by B Barrans. Passed 
 

2016 NBS CONVENTION REPORT  by Journeay, Show Coordinator 
The Molly Brown Tour is cancelled. 
One more speaker is needed: Sue Jordan is in charge of that. 
Drafts of the schedule at this time are available. Speakers are 

still being finalized and are coordinated by the NBS 1st Vice 
President, Sue Jordan. (Many items are not controlled by WRBA. 
WRBA works around National.) 

Information for the NBS March issue is submitted. 
National registration and other lists will be in the May bulletin. 
Chris McCarthy has resigned from chair of the poke box. Need a 

new address for the mailing of poke box donations. 
Spread sheet will be made of people willing to work at NBS. 
WRBA forms and “eye candy” poster is needed to encourage 

membership. Gil Biggie has a photo poster of past WRBA shows. 
Hotel reservation issue is that all consecutive nights at hotel are 

no longer available at the convention rate.  
Rate phrase for “1-4 people in a room” will be removed from our 

written ad.  Hotel has only 26 rooms with two beds and no sleeper 
couches.  Nancy Fink is the hotel contact and is working on this 
problem. Need to make reservations by July 13th. 

Journeay recently found out that WRBA is responsible for the 
junior program at NBS. There are no national coordinators for the 
junior membership. She is looking for a volunteer to handle this. NBS 
leadership would like the program expanded to include novice 
collectors as there is no provision made for the novice collector at the 
national show.  Beth Schaut of Washington volunteered a program on 
DFs and Joy is looking for a Patterns speaker.  Gil suggested calling 
Fran Howell of Ohio.  Fran is keen on patterns, is also a teacher and 

BOARD MINUTES, February 11, 2016 
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currently works with children. 
Harriet reports 400 goody bags will be made.  Nothing is new 

with the “ground crew.” 
Gil Biggie reported that several donations have come in for the 

auction and they are fabulous.  A photo album page will be set up 
soon to allow anyone to view the donations received before the show 
and absentee bids can be sent to Gil Biggie before the show. 

Donated items occasionally will be highlighted on ButtonBytes 
with the encouragement of moderator Ronnie Wexler.  This 
ButtonBytes exposure generates donations as well as interest to 
participate in the auction.  Harriet suggests linking into the state 
sites with the same information. Also on Facebook pages, as well as 
the WRBA website. Perhaps on twitter if we get  a volunteer to do so. 

WEBSITE REPORT  by Jarmusz, Web Chair 
There are still some structure tasks and glitches being worked 

out. One person had trouble logging in. B. Barrans gets a blank page. 
This web site does not have a way to send out the newsletter via 

email. This will need to be done by the editor as in the past.  
Right now the 2003 - 2012 articles are free to any visitor. The 

most recent and past three years of newsletters are available to 
logged-in members only. Mika could create a digital access for 
members who do not want emailed or printed newsletter, as a 
website-only option.  She also reported a new membership category 
was created on the sample website for club representatives. 

Yessy Byl offered that the current membership levels and the 
method of distributing the newsletter should stay the same. Mika 
agreed to match all website membership functionalities to follow the 
existing membership options. 

Joy offered that the first priority should be to get the basic web 
structure up by March 1st since the web page is already advertised. 
Various enhancements can be added later. Mika explained that ALL 
elements being worked on now are for the basic structure to 
function correctly, without which no future options can be added. 

Any expenses that go beyond the approved web budget need to 
be submitted to the board for approval, such as server issues.  

Joy asked if the storage is large enough at GoDaddy. Alternative 
hosting options will be considered if the current host is insufficient. 

Mika requests that everyone log in to test for problems and give 
feedback. She set up a photo gallery, and anyone can contribute.  
 

ADJOURNED  at 7:53pm 
Respectfully submitted,  Gil Biggie, Secretary 
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OREGON STATE BUTTON SOCIETY ANNUAL SHOW 
When:  May  4-7, 2016 
 Open to the public Friday, 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm.  
Where:  Quality Inn, 5188 Wittenberg Lane NE, Keizer, Oregon  
 Mention OSBS  (503) 390-4733 or (800) 299-7221.  
For more info contact:  
 Show Chair: Bryan Gilbert, buttontrader@icloud.com  

************************************************ 
ARIZONA STATE BUTTON DAZE—SHOP AND SWAP 
When:  May 7, 2016  10am to 2pm 
Where:  Vista De Camino, Yaqui Room #139 
 7700 East Roosevelt, Scottsdale AZ 85227 
Cost:  Free to buyers       Sellers, there is a small fee 
Contact: Randi Sweet (480) 946-6470  buttonsbydesign@yahoo.com  
************************************************ 
CALIFORNIA STATE BUTTON SOCIETY ANNUAL SHOW 
When: May 20-22, 2016 
Where:  Crowne Plaza, Sacramento, California 
Theme: East Meets West — to honor the contributions of other 

cultures to California 
For more info visit:  www.cabutton.org snoozin8@cox.net  

************************************************ 
WASHINGTON STATE BUTTON SOCIETY ANNUAL SHOW 
When:  Sept. 16th Fri. 10am-5pm & 17th Sat. 10am-3pm, 2016 
Where:  Holiday Inn Express, 1441 E. Washington Street, 
 Sequim, Washington 98382   (360) 681-8756 
Contact: Gloria Skovronsky  gloriosky999@aol.com 
For more info visit: www.washingtonstatebuttonsociety.org 

Take a Button Road Trip! 
Washington State Button Society,  Annual Show and Sale 

See thousands of beautiful antique, vintage, and modern clothing 
buttons! Button vendors, displays and competition. 

Free showroom entry and parking. 
************************************************ 
ARIZONA STATE BUTTON SHOW 
When:  February 18-19, 2017  (judging on Friday, the 17th) 
Where:  Holiday Garden Inn, Avondale AZ 
Theme:  BLUE HAWAII         Contact: Val Perry    perryva@gmail.com   

BUTTON EVENTS CALENDAR 
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