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CROSSOVERS:  MATERIALS & PICTORIALS  
by Joy Journeay 

 
Often while composing trays for competition I envision one use for a specific button, and forget that the 

button can frequently be used in more than one class or subclass.  Does that ever happen to you? 
Buttons can be crossovers within the material classifications. I meandered through the NBS Blue Book 

and came up with this list to remind me of the multiple use possibilities for button materials.  
Terminology in the NBS Blue Book on Pages 5 and 6 is often forgotten, but is helpful and encourages us 

to reconsider each of our buttons and not limit their value in our collection. Take time to go through your 
collection with crossovers in mind and see what you can find. You’ll be surprised!  

“A button that fits the award criteria, regardless of whether it can be used in another class, is 
acceptable unless specifically excluded by the award.” 

“Buttons that focus equally on more than one pictorial element are acceptable in all sections 
represented.”   

The Blue Book crossover paragraphs are also pasted below. 
Crossovers (material): Although most buttons are appropriate in only one material section, some have 
“dual identities” based on their construction. Steel cups with other material centers (including 
backgrounds) may be used either as metal buttons (steel cups) or as the material mounted in the cup, such 
as pearl. 
A steel cup with a different metal center is still considered a steel cup. Regarding buttons assembled from 
more than one metal, refer to page 41, Metals assorted. 
Buttons  with  materials  covered  by a  glass  shield  may be used  in  Sec.  8 (In/on/under glass) as well 
as in the section of the material covered by the glass, e.g., ivory. All materials mounted in/on metal, except 
for glass, may be used in their respective material section, as well as in Sec. 23, Materials mounted in/on 
metal. Black and clear and colored glass mounted in metal may be used in Sec. 8 as well as Sec. 23.  

 
SECTION 2 

China buttons, 
Section 3, are also 
acceptable in Section 2 
in Class 2-9 Unlisted, so 
be sure to use one for a 
complete representation 
if you are completing a 
tray of Section 2, 
Ceramic buttons (Page 
33).  
SECTION  5 

It is not unusual for fabric buttons to combine 
worked, wound or woven techniques, so many can 
be used in more than one class (Page 36).  

Fabrics buttons with beads (Class 5-7.1) also 
qualify as buttons with OME (other material 
embellishment) which is Class 5-6 (Page 37). 

The green 
woven fabric 
button is 
topped with a 
worked five-
lobe shape 
(crochet).   

The pastel pink fabric is wound 
and features worked 
embroidered French knots in 
the button center.  

Black woven fabric 
complements a needle-worked  
crown and border design. 

Lastly, a white wound button is 
enhanced with tubular and 
round black glass beads 
(OME). 
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SECTIONS 6 & 7 
A glass tingue button qualifies 

in several categories.  It is 
glass with glass (Class 7-
6.2), has a sheet overlay 
(Class 7-4.12 on the top), 
contains embedded foil 
(Class 7-4.6), and is faceted 
(Class 7-7.2) (Page 38). 

 
Studio paperweight 

buttons can be used in the 
appropriate glass section if 
labeled as studio, and in the 
appropriate subclass of Section 
23-11 (Page  41). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION 8 
 Buttons featuring other materials 
protected by a glass shield may be used in 
this section and also in the appropriate 
section for the material under the glass 
shield (Page 43). 
  
 .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The sail boat painted on paper is set in 
gold, and one from a set of six buttons. It 
qualifies as paper or glass in metal.  

The painting on ivory depicting a young 
rider on horseback facing a wall of flames 
qualifies in button material classes as 
either ivory or glass set in metal. 

Beautiful tingue buttons  of amethyst, ruby, 
green and black glass. The acorn tingue at right 
also qualifies as a realistic black glass button.  

A John Gooderham paperweight with a 
double sheet overlay ground into facet 
windows to show the foil elephant within.   

Greg Hanson amethyst glass with a 
white, navy and black free form floral set 
up. Hanson’s button is  
acid etched and coated with gold, and  
also features a flat facet top. 

These habitats are both under glass shields and above fabric, so 
qualify as fabric or glass set in metal. The butterfly in the oval 
button is accompanied by dried forget-me-knot flowers and 
buds, which each contain a gold nugget. This is the Alaska 
State Flower and the author wonders if this button was from the 
1900-era gold rush. 
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“Gay 90s” can be used in both 
Section 8 and in Class 23-6.3 (Page 43). 

When both the metal and mounted 
glass appear to have equal focus, the 
button may be used in Section 8 or the 
appropriate Section 10 subclass for glass 
OME. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SECTION 10  
 Twinkle background 
buttons, Class 10-13.5 are also 
appropriate in Class 10-11 AS 
Backgrounds or Class 23-1.4.2 
Twinkle Backgrounds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

These two buttons are openwork.   
The left button features cut steel  
OME and a gilt finish. The one on the  
right has a lovely water lily border. 

This extra large four-inch button features 
six marbled glass cabochons. The steel  
cup holds an opaque pink glass cameo 
and an openwork metal structure with 
riveted cut steels. Both buttons fall into 
the field of equal focus on materials. 

The small brass button with a rope border has 
a fan over a red twinkle background. The small  
original tint rose button has a silver twinkle  
background only on the lower third of the button.  
The conventional design green tint button with a  
clear glass cabochon features a textured gold  
twinkle background. 
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 Steel cups with other material centers (different from OME) can also be classed as the material in the 
steel cup (Page 46).  

 Metal buttons with OME, Class 10-14, which appear to have equal focus on the metal and the OME, 
the button may be used in this Section 10, and the appropriate OME material class (Page 48), just as noted 
in Section 8 for glass set in metal. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even more potential for crossovers occurs when we 
consider button pictorials!  

Remember that pictorial glass mounted in metal can be 
used in PICTORIAL AWARDS specialized to black and/or 
clear/colored glass (Page 43).  
 

 

 

The NBS Blue Book terminology for pictorial crossovers is pasted below: 
 
Crossovers (pictorial): Buttons appropriate in more than one pictorial class or 
section, based on the design. Buttons that focus equally on more than one 
pictorial section are acceptable in all sections represented. Examples are 
fable or story buttons with animals appropriate in both Secs. 17 and 20; 
baskets of flowers appropriate in both Secs. 18 and 19. Crest buttons depicting 
animals may be used as Animals or as Objects (the heraldic device itself is the 
object). 

  

The steel cup with black glass beads qualifies also as a fabric button 
with black glass OME. The cup with the openwork enamel disk qualifies 
also as an enamel. The anchor with a leather background qualifies as 
either a steel or leather button. The Tour d’Nestle brass image appears  
above a pearl background, qualifying this button as pearl or steel.  
This is also true for the windmill button. Note that it is also  
mechanical, as the cut steel blades move. 
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SECTION 17:  ANIMALS 

Dead animals “in their 
entirety” (whole) are acceptable 
here as an animal and in Section 
18 Objects. 

Cartoon, comic, commercial 
and storybook animal characters 
can be used in the animal 
section and in Section 20. 

Remember that TOY animals are not 
acceptable in the Animal section, and 
should only be used in Section 18 as 
objects (toys).  For instance, Pooh, 
Piglet, Tigger and Eyore, (the Danforth 
pewter set from the popular Winnie the 
Pooh books) are toys in the books, so do 
not qualify on Animal trays. 

 
  

These crest buttons can be used also as a rabbit, unicorn, or peacock. 

This simple stamped 
brass button of 
Jason’s fleece can 
be classed in 
Section 18 as a 
dead animal, in 
Section 17 as a 
mammal, and in 
Section 20 under 
Mythology. 

Minnie & Mickey Mouse, classed as both 
cartoon characters and mice.  Minnie is on 
a wood button with a burned image. 
Mickey is a transfer on a ceramic button. 

Pooh, Pooh with Piglet, Piglet, 
and Tigger. Beloved toys from the 
books by A.A. Milne and 
appearing in Disney movies with 
their owner, Christopher Robin. 
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SECTION 18:  OBJECTS  

 
Coin types, heraldic and 

baskets with fruit or flowers can 
be used in this Objects section as 
well as the appropriate Plant or 
Animal section(s).  

 
Crests can be used in the 

appropriate section for the 
subject matter depicted, or in 
Class 18-2 Heraldic Devices.  

  
Buttons with a birdhouse and 

bird are acceptable in both the 
Objects section and in Class 17-2 
for the bird. 

 
 

  

The small stamped brass button  
with cut steel OME depicts three  
Roman coins with men’s heads. It  
can be classed in Section 18-3 or  
Section 20-10.  The large brass button  
with a basket of flowers can be used in  
Section 18-4.1 or in Section 19-2. The button image is enhanced by a 
lovely white metal wallpaper background and a cut steel border. 

A black glass button features  
A bird house and gold lustered bird.  
This stamped brass large button can  
be classed in Section 18-6.3 as a  
boot, as a boy in Section 20-4, and  
also Section 20-20 for the story  
Hop O’My Thumb who is in the Seven  
League Boot of the Ogre. 
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SECTION 20 
So many of our picture 

buttons should be considered 
carefully, as they offer multiple  
options, from the simplest 
buttons to the most complex. 

Stars are acceptable in both 
Class 20-2  
Astronomical and in the pattern 
Class 22-1.6.3  
Star. The Star of David is also 
acceptable in Class 20-19 
Religious.  

Don’t forget that “many plays 
and operas are based on earlier  
literature and folk  
tales (Page 57). So you  
have the fable and  
animals depicted.  

  
  

  

This simple sew-through 
composition star button 

features inlaid pearl OME. 

These two fable buttons can 
be used in Class 20-20.1 or 
the appropriate Section 17 
Animal class. 

The button at left depicts the Pied Piper 
of Hamlin (note the rats at his feet), 
which is a poem by Browning and a 
traditional tale. The button has a steel 
moon over the village and is an NBS 
large. It can be used as a musician, 
man, or story.  

Scaramouche and the crescent  
moon in brass over an abalone pearl 
disk.  This button qualifies to be used 
as a moon, Class 20-2 Astronomical 
or in Class 20-21 as a theater topic. 
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Animals performing in circus acts can be used in both 

the appropriate animal class and in Class 20-21.  
A horse jumping with a rider can be used in Class 20-17 

as a pastime or sport, and in Class17-5.6 Horses.  
The black glass button depicting the ship named the 

HMS Pinafore from the opera of the same name is 
acceptable in both Class 20-21 for the opera and in Class 
20-22.1.1 Ships (BBB Page 383-29).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
  
  

Tom Thumb rides a 
butterfly in this 
large lead pewter 
design applied to a 
stamped brass 
button. He’s got a 
charming flower 
cap and spurs on 
his heels. The 
button would 
qualify as a child, 
Class 20-4, in Class 
20-20 as a story, 
and in Class 20-
22.2 as Non-Human 
Transportation.  

The button below depicts dogs attacking a 
stag. This button shows up often in 
competition trays specialized to dogs or deer. 
It can also be used in Class 20-15 mythology.  
The button depicts the Theban hero Actaeon, 
trained by the centaur Chiron, who angered 
lovely Artemis. She turned him into a stag and 
he was torn to pieces by his own hunting 
hounds who did not recognize him.  

Buttons featuring Beatrix Potter 
animal characters can be used in 
the appropriate Animal section, 
and in Class 20-20 as a story 
button. The small amino button 
at left depicts the collie Kep.  

Two crescent moon buttons with 
other subject matter. The stamped 
brass button known as the Imp of 
Pain can also be used in  
Class 20-9 for the gnome.  
The small Battersea  
pewter button with the  
owl on a crescent moon  
can be used in  
Class 17-2.2 Owls. 
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 The smoky gray  
pearl button with the mouse  
and cut steel mouse trap is frequently used in Class 17-5 Mammals for the mouse. Equally prominent on 
the button is the trap, an unlisted object. Remember that a Section 18 button CANNOT have PEOPLE 
present. 

 The black glass button, with the border of fantastic animals, can obviously be used as a man or head. It 
is said to depict Lohengrin, so could be used for the opera.  It has also been called Odin (Wodin is the Old 
English spelling) and King Harold. If used as Odin, it is a mythology button.  

 A winged cherub pilots a shell boat, with a lighthouse in the background. The button could be used in 
Class 20-5 for the cherub, in Class 20-22.2 for the Non-Human Transportation, or in Class 20-12 as a 
marine scene.  
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Minerva can be used in Class 20-15-1, in  
Class 20-10 as a head, and in Class 20-23  
as a woman. Here she appears as stamped  
brass on a wood button with cut steels  
on the border. 

The brass button with the irregular  
border depicts Blondel reclining against  
a tree as he plays for imprisoned  
Richard I. The button can be used as a  
musician and as a story button. This button 
features a twinkle background visible  
through the castle windows. 
 The Tempest sprite Ariel appears on the  
dark original tint button with stamped pewter  
over a dark background. The lower third of  
the button is a white metal twinkle back- 
ground depicting water.  This button can  
be used in Class 20-21 for Shakespeare’s  
play, in Class 20-9 for the sprite. 
 Brandon appears on a button with a  
twinkle border, and can be used both as a  
man and as representing the story by Edwin  
Gaskoden. 
 Sarah Bernhardt as L’Aiglon (Little Eaglet)  
can be used in Class 20-23 as a woman  
and in Class 20-21 for the play by Edmund  
Rostand and Class 20-10 as a head.  

 This tinned brass button features paste  
and red glass OME, and a  
beautiful eagle border. 

 The little brass  
button of the bird on  
the wall can be used  
in Class 17-2 for  
the bird or  
Class 20-1  
for the wall.  


