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Animal Buttons:  ALLIGATORS & CROCODILES 
by Joy Journeay 

 
These reptiles have been living on earth so long they are 

called “living fossils.” They are cold blooded carnivores, eating 
small animals like fish and birds, all the way up to larger 
animals like deer. The alligators and crocodiles have the 
strongest bite of any animal in the world, however, the 
muscles that OPEN their mouths are weak, and adult humans 
can hold their mouths shut with their bare hands—but, please 
don’t try this! 

Alligators weigh up to 1,100 pounds and there are two 
different species of alligators.  The Chinese alligators live in 
the Yangtze River in China and are endangered, so only a few 
remain in the wild. American alligators live in the SE United 
States.  As reptiles, alligators lay eggs. Did you know that the 
alligator eggs become male or female depending on the 
temperature?  That’s a fact!  The eggs become male in 
warmer temperatures and female in cooler temperatures. 

Crocodiles are also carnivores, but can survive a long 
time without feeding. While most crocodiles live in fresh 
water, some live in salt water and these are the largest 
crocodiles. Crocodiles can weigh over 2,600 pounds.  

Alligator & Crocodile Differences   

Crocodiles are found all over the world, have a longer, v-
shaped head and their fourth tooth is long and sticks out 
when they close their mouth. Crocodiles are lighter in color, 
can live in salt water and more aggressive than alligators. 

Alligators have shorter, wider heads that are u-shaped, 
and favor freshwater.  They are darker and more docile than 
crocodiles.  

  

  

  

 

 

From top:  Large papier mache from Russia with paint, lacquer and gold leaf 
DF.  Medium hand carved wood.  Brass medium usage button with wobble 
shank.  Large realistic carved bone sew through. Large sew-through of 
“termite wood.” (Wood is eaten by insects, then resin is forced into the 
created pores to harden.) 


