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Greek Mythology #3: ZEUS 
by Joy Journeay 

 
God of: Sky, Lightening, Thunder, Law, 

Order, Justice 
Home: MOUNT OLYMPUS 
Symbols: Thunderbolt, Eagle, Bull, Oak 
Parents: Cronus and Rhea 
Consorts: Hera and many others 
Siblings: Hestia, Hades, Hera, Poseidon, 

Demeter 
Children: Aeacus, Ares, Athena, Apollo, 

Artemis, Aphrodite, Dardanus, 
Dionysus, Hebe, Hermes, 
Heracles, Helen of Troy, 
Hephaestus, Perseus, Minos, the 
Muses, the Graces 

Roman Counterpart:  Jupiter 
  

Zeus was king of the gods, ruler of the earth, skies & universe. He 
controlled all natural phenomena and was father of gods and men. Cronus, 
his father, represented time as eternity. Zeus represented regulated, orderly 
time, marked by the seasons and day and night.  

Zeus ruled the gods from Mount Olympus, insuring that the gods 
performed their duties and punishing any truants. He took an active role in 
protecting mortals, rewarding good and punishing evil severely and swiftly. 
Zeus said that from all his children he provided everything that mankind 
needed to live a moral and satisfying life.   

Cronus, his father, had been told he would be defeated by his son, so he 
swallowed his children as they were born. When Rhea gave birth to Zeus, she gave a cloth-covered rock to 
Cronus to swallow, and left Zeus to be raised by others.  

Accounts vary on who exactly raised Zeus on Crete, but it is generally accepted that he was tended by 
nymphs and fed goats milk. When he became a man, he forced his father to disgorge his siblings, then 
released his uncles and loosed the Cyclopes, Gigantes and Hecatonchires from the shadowy underworld 
region of Tartarus. As a token of their thanks, the Cyclopes gave Zeus thunder and lightning. Zeus and his 
brothers, along with the released captives, overthrew Cronus and the Titans.  

Zeus drew lots to share the world with his own two brothers. He got the sky and air, Poseidon the waters, 
and Hades the underworld.  As king of the gods, Zeus’ exploits were many. He was an influence in many of 
the stories depicted on our mythological buttons, and is perhaps most remembered for his sexual exploits. 
What Zeus saw and liked, he took, through seduction, abduction or forcible rape, and it did not matter if the 
object of his attention was mortal or god, male or female. 

 Zeus transformed himself into a bull and carried off Europa to rape her. 
 Zeus spied the beautiful shepherd Ganymede and sent an eagle to abduct the boy to Mount Olympus to be 

his cupbearer and lover. 
 He took the shape of a swan to seduce Leda. 
 To seduce Semele, Zeus promised her to reveal all his splendor. He took her, but his thunder & lightning 

killed her, and he knew it would happen.  

Zeus (Jupiter). Found in  
1680 at Smyrna.  
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 He pursued the Titaness Metis who tried to evade him by changing into a hawk, fish and serpent. When she 
bore children, he swallowed her and her children to protect himself from being usurped by them. 

Some of his other activities follow. If depicted on buttons, the activity will be explored when the button is 
introduced later in this series. As king, Zeus was not to be crossed without consequences.   

 Zeus condemned Prometheus to have his liver eaten out each day by an eagle because he had shared the 
Olympic flame with man.  

 He threw Hephaestus at birth off Mount Olympus because he was ugly.  

 Zeus hung Hera upside down when she led a revolt against him.  

 He turned a king and queen into mountains for their vanity.  
Zeus is also mentioned in the Bible. When Paul and Barnabas travel to Lystra and heal a lame man, the 

people think they are like Zeus and Hermes. The boat in which Paul is later imprisoned had the figurehead 
of the sons of Zeus, Castor and Pollux.  

Later, King Antiochus IV directed that the temple at Jerusalem be profaned and rededicated to Zeus. 
  

 

Zeus & daughter, 
Athena, who was  
not born of a mother  
but sprang from her father’s head. Three wood  
background buttons with stamped brass  
escutcheons. Dark original tint. Division I. 
LOWER RIGHT:   Convex wood with a brass 
escutcheon with both gilt and silvered DF. Small. 
CBWeiser. 


