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LOUIS ARMAND RAULT 
by Yessy Byl 

 
Louis Armand Rault was born in 1847 in St. Calais, Sarthe, France, and died in 1903. 
The “Biographical Dictionary of Medallists” by Leonard Forrer, published in 1912, refers to Rault having 

studied at the “Paris Schools of Arts” and as having been associated with Boucheron, the famous French 
jewelry house established in 1866, for over 25 years.  However, I did notice that Forrer’s book didn’t 
mention that Rault had passed away some 9 years before publication of the book!   

While Rault is most famous for his beautiful jewelry, medals and buttons, (he is described as one of the 
greatest chasers of all time) he was apparently also a sculptor.  The 1881-1882 Bulletin of the Societe 
D’Agriculture, Sciences et Arts de La Sarthe listed a number of sculptures in “steel” that were apparently 
made by Rault in 1981, one of which had been purchased by “M. le comte de Camondo”. At the end of the 
listing the Bulletin states:  “These objects are worked with great care and denote a real talent.”  My many 
searches have not produced anything that we would consider “sculpture” today and I am guessing that the 
term was used to include items like decorative boxes, medals, etc. for which Rault is famous.  

Some of Rault’s work was acquired by museums, including the Luxembourg (Paris). He also exhibited at 
the Salon in Paris over a number of years.  His 1902 Salon exhibit included “Heads of the more important 
Kings of France, etc.”  The designs for those medals were probably the same as the buttons of historical 
French people, two of which are pictured below.  

It was very difficult to find any 
personal information about Rault 
other than in the two sources 
above.  However, a book entitled 
“Exhibiting Dreyfus in America” by 
Maya Balakirsky Katz, refers to 
“Louis Armand Rault’s image of a 
fictitious demonstration……,” 
apparently in support of Dreyfus, 
that formed part of the 1987 
exhibit at the Jewish Museum 
entitled “The Dreyfus Affair:  Art, 
Truth , and Justice.”    

The Dreyfus affair in the late 
1800s certainly polarized the 
artist community in Paris, many publicly supporting Dreyfus and others 
vehemently in opposition.  I am guessing that this “image” is likely a 
medal which indicates that Rault was active in protesting the anti-
Semitism of the Dreyfus affair. 

Only one photo of Louis Armand Rault was found…..on the website 
of famous French cemeteries.  He definitely looks rather bohemian!  

The comment on the website is:  “He was a chaser in at Boucheron, 
and loved creating animal series. He rests under a mossy slab which is 
almost unreadable.”   
A sad end… 

https://www.landrucimetieres.fr/spip/spip.php?article4198 
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One of the best sources of photos of 

Rault’s work (and his mark) is a website put 
together to ensure that people would not 
confuse Louis Rault’s signature (“LR”) with 
that of  Rene Lalique (“RL”).  That website 
is at:  
https://rlalique.com/Sections/Fakes/louis-
armand-rault-medalist-jeweler-french-
1847-1903.php 

 
It appears that many of Rault’s buttons 

have been reproduced in later years. 
(Although originally other companies 
probably bought his designs and produced 
the buttons for sale.  It would be 
interesting to find out if Boucheron 
produced any buttons.)   

The more recent copies have a 
type of “key shank” rather than a loop 
shank.  Interestingly, the newer 
versions scanned as being more 
yellow. 

At the top of the page, the larger 
Marianne button is older and the smaller 
is, I believe, a later reproduction.   

The second pair includes a border 
button which is an older (and much 
better made) version. 

  
     Here is a very lovely version of Ceres, 
goddess of the harvest. 
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And of course my favorite Louis Rault 
button is an Athena button!  (I have a 
serious collection of Athena buttons.) This 
very lovely button is silvered 
brass set on shell.  

 The final Rault button in my collection 
is an interesting one (below).  It is a 
depiction of  “Paris” as an Athena-type (or 
Marianne) figure.  Her shield is the coat of 
arms of Paris and the wording on the 
banner over her lap is the motto of Paris:  
“Fluctuat nec mergitur” or “Tossed but not 
sunk” (which relates to the ship on the coat 
of arms).   A more poetic version of the 
motto is, "She is tossed by the waves but 
does not sink."  It was suggested that this 
button was made to commemorate the 
1900 Paris Exposition but I haven’t been 
able to substantiate that as yet. 

Overall, Louis Armand Rault produced some interesting and lovely designs which were 
used on buttons.  They are certainly great to collect!  The information that is available  
has left me with some questions. Are there animal designs on buttons?  And, the design for the 
Athena button above was produced as a brooch in silver with embedded diamonds. Was a  
button version of this made?  I want one!!!!!!!! 
   
https://rlalique.com/Sections/Fakes/louis-armand-rault-medalist-jeweler-french-1847-1903.php      

  

 
 
 


