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Have you ever regretted a casual comment? Arachne wished she could take a comment or two back! 
She was a mortal woman and talented Greek weaver. Arachne was asked if Athena had taught her the art, to 
which Arachne replied that her skills were greater than the goddess’s. Athena heard of this, was greatly 
offended and, disguised as an old woman, asked Arachne to respect the gods and goddesses. Arachne 
laughed and replied that even if Athena herself challenged her it would be an easy win. Athena further 
enraged revealed herself, the competition was on, and the loser agreed to never weave again.  

 Three versions of the story exist. 

OVID’S VERSION 

Athena weaves a tapestry of four contests between mortals and the gods in which the gods punish 
mortals for trying to be equal to the gods. Arachne weaves the stories of gods who misled and abused 
mortals, particularly Zeus seducing many women. Athena sees the weaving is more beautiful than hers and 
it insults the gods. Athena rips Arachne’s work to shreds and gives her a potion to turn her into a spider, 
cursing her and her descendants to weave for all time.  

ATHENA WINS 

In this version Zeus judges the contest. Arachne wove a many-colored web, thin yet strong, but no match 
for Athena’s weaving of the gods and their glory shining in beauty. Arachne despairs the loss of her craft, so 
Athena touches her, turning her into a spider so she can continue to weave.  

ARACHNE HANGS HERSELF 

Athena weaves a tapestry of the Greek people with Poseidon and Athena over them deciding how to 
name Athens. Arachne wove a tapestry of Zeus seducing Europa and others, insulting the gods. Athena 
acknowledges its beauty, but also that she has insulted the gods. To teach her to respect the gods, Athena 
touches her forehead. Athena’s magic worked only partially, and Arachne hung herself in guilt. Athena 
brought Arachne back to life as a spider so she and her descendants could weave for all time. 

  

 

 


