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Greek Mythology #21—MEDUSA  by Joy Journeay 
 
Symbols: Hair of snakes 
Parents: Phorcys and Ceto 
Consorts: Poseidon—and not by choice! 
Siblings: The Hesperides, Atheno, Euryale, The 

Graea, Thoosa, Scylla, Ladon 
Children: Pegasus and Chrysaor 

  
Medusa was one of the three Gorgons, daughters 

of two sea deities. Medusa was mortal and her two 
sisters were immortal. She was originally a beautiful 
maiden, famous for her lovely hair. When she was 
beautiful, she was pursued and raped by Poseidon 
on the floor of Athena’s temple.  

The goddess was so angry that she turned the 
mortal gorgon Medusa into a monster with snake 
hair and a gaze that turned men into stone.  Medusa 
became a double victim only because she was 
beautiful.  

The hero Perseus was sent to behead Medusa by King 
Polydectes because he wanted Perseus out of the way so 
he could marry Perseus’ mother. The gods were aware of 
the selfish motive and helped Perseus. Athena gave him a 
mirrored shield. Hermes gave him winged sandals. 
Hephaestus forged him a powerful sword. Hades gave him 
a helmet of invisibility. Perseus slew Medusa by looking at 
the reflection in the mirrored shield. Medusa was pregnant 
by Poseidon, and when she was beheaded, Pegasus, the 
beautiful winged horse, and Chrysaor (a sword-wielding 
giant) sprang from her. This “birth” of Pegasus mirrors the 
birth of Athena from the head of Zeus. 

Perseus brought the head of Medusa to Athena, who 
thereafter wore it on her aegis or breastplate.  
  
 

Stamped brass large buttons 
accepted as Medusa and the 
Indian god Atotharo. Some 
had felt this image could not 
be Medusa because she was 
a beautiful woman. However, 
once she had snakes for 
hair, her face was grotesque 
as well. Division I. Cut steel 
border, one has bluing still 
visible on the steels.  

Medium one-piece stamped white metal of Medusa 
in profile. Another sister button shows Medusa full-
frontal.  One often occurring feature of Medusa 
heads is the snakes crossing under the chin, shown 
in this button.  

The Gianni Versace logo of Medusa’s head, here 
on buttons from his clothing line. Buttons of 
multiple materials--leather on the lower left. 


