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Apollo Belvedere.  

120-140 AD  

Large stamped copper 

button, painted to 

resemble Wedgewood 

jasper, depicting  Apollo & 

Daphne. Chased and gilt 

border. Late 18th century. 

 

Greek Mythology #27:  APOLLO by Joy Journeay 
  

God of: Music, poetry, art, oracles, archery, plague, medicine, 

sun, light and knowledge 

Home: MOUNT OLYMPUS 

Symbols: Laurel tree & wreath, lyre, python, raven, silver bow, 

dolphin, mouse 

Parents: Zeus and Leto 

Sibling: Artemis, who was a day older 

Children: Asclepius, Troilus, Aristaeus, Orpheus 

Consorts: Daphne, Leocothea, Cyrene, Marpessa, Castalia, 

Hecuba, Cassandra, Coronis, Hyacinth, Cyparissus 

Friends: The Pythia, Poseidon, Dionysus, Hermes 

Enemies:  Hera, Eros, Agamemnon, Niobe, Marsyas, Orion 

Roman Counterpart:  Apollo 

  

Zeus’s wife Hera was displeased by his consorting with other females, and 

when his lover Leto was in labor, Hera forbade the birth to occur on land. 

Poseidon took pity on Leto, and showed her a  

floating island, technically not attached to the  

earthen land. Artemis was born first, and  

was present at the birth of her brother  

Apollo a day later. Hera then sent a giant  

to rape her. Apollo and Artemis protected  

their mother, and finally Zeus came to their  

aid hurling the giant to the underworld.  
Apollo was the most beautiful Olympian  

male god, with golden locks, a muscular body  

and a seductive voice. He was wise, yet  

quick to anger to defend his family or himself if insulted.  

Apollo, god of the Sun, sat on a cushion of python skin upon a throne of gold. His twin sister, Artemis, 

was goddess of the moon. He is generally depicted as a young man.  

While Helios, a Titan, is God of the Sun, Apollo is closely associated with him. Each day Helios harnessed 

four horses to his chariot and drove them to move the Sun across the sky.  

Apollo guided the arrow that struck Achilles in his vulnerable heel, killing him. He could both cause 

disease and plagues with his arrows, but he was also the god of healing and could prevent plagues. 

Apollo led the choir of the Muses, and Hermes designed the lyre for Apollo. 

He is often depicted with this instrument.  

DAPHNE AND THE LAUREL:  Mischievous little Eros also had a bow and 

arrow, and Apollo one day insulted Eros, telling him to “go play with your own 

little bows and arrows,” and leave the manly arrows of war to a real god. 

Offended Eros got back at Apollo by shooting him with his golden, sharp tipped 

arrow and making Apollo fall in love with the beautiful nymph Daphne. Eros 

then also shot  

Daphne with a blunt arrow, but this arrow was of lead and made her hate 

Apollo. Daphne ran to her father the river god and he turned her into a sweet 

smelling laurel tree to protect her from the unrelenting pursuits of Apollo. 

Apollo took some of the laurel leaves and this is why Apollo wears a laurel 

wreath so that Daphne is always close by.   

  

Apollo and his lyre. Large 

stamped and tinted brass. 

Courtesy of Byson Buttons. 
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MARSYAS THE SATYR: Marsyas was a gifted at playing the 

pipes and boasted that he was better than Apollo himself. 

This angered the god, who challenged Marysas to a contest, 

with the winner able to do as he wished to the loser. Marsyas’ 

playing was beautiful, but Apollo’s lyre was better. Apollo 

skinned him alive and hung Harsyas from a tree for daring to 

claim he was as good as a god. 

NIOBE:  Niobe, a mortal woman and queen of Thebis bragged 

she was better than Leto because Leto only had two children, 

while Niobe had fourteen. The twin gods Apollo and Artemis  

came to the defense of their mother’s honor, descending to earth where Apollo killed Niobe’s sons and 

Artemis killed her daughters. Niobe fled to Mount Sipylus and wept for days until Zeus, taking pity on her, 

turned her to stone so she would hurt no more. The myth says the stone body still wept and its tears formed 

the river Achelous. Zeus had also turned the entire city to stone, so the children’s bodies were left as they 

fell. On the tenth day, the gods took pity and buried the children themselves.  

AGAMEMNON:  Apollo’s priest Chryses was insulted one day by Agamemnon, who refused to return his 

daughter Chryseis to her father. The father prayed to Apollo, who went to the Greek camp and for nine days 

shot poisoned arrows at the men and their animals, spreading a plague among them. 

HYACINTH:  Apollo and Zephyrus both loved the Spartan prince Hyacinth, and competed for his favor by 

throwing the discus. Apollo won the discus throw, but lost the object of his love when Hyacinth died from a 

discus blow to the head. Apollo made his blood become the hyacinth flower.  

CYPARISSOS:  Apollo also loved Cyparissos, another male. Zeus killed him and he became a cypress tree. 

In anger, Apollo could not attack his father, so he killed the Cyclops who forged Zeus’ divine lightening.  

CASSANDRA:  Eros fell in love with the princess Cassandra, daughter of the king of Troy and he gave her 

the gift of prophecy. She still did not return his affections, so he insured that no one would believe her 

prophesies. She foretold the downfall of Troy and the deceit of the Trojan, but no one listened. She told 

Agamemnon that his wife Clytemnestra was going to kill him, but he wouldn’t listen either. As he returned to 

his wife, she and her new husband murdered him. 

ERYMSNTHOS:  The son of Apollo once saw Aphrodite bathing and she blinded the demigod for seeing 

something no man should see. Apollo was outraged and created the Erymanthian Boar, ordering it to kill 

Aphrodite’s favorite mortal, Adonis. In a later myth, Heracles was to capture the beast and bring it alive to 

Eurystheus as his fourth labor. Heracles was successful by luring the Boar into thick snow and snaring it.  
  

 Small sterling silver studio button by  

Kevin Kinne. Courtesy of Joy Journeay. The 

image depicts Apollo as shown in this 

painting.  "The  

Inspiration of the Poet” (Apollo and the Muse 

Calliope inspire a young poet). Nicolas 

Poussin, 1630. Louvre, Paris.  

Large stamped 

brass button 

depicting Apollo 

plying his lyre 

and riding his 

chariot.  

Courtesy of Gil 

Biggie. 
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